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GENERAL PROVISIONS
§ 70.01

DEFINITIONS.


Words and phrases used in this chapter shall have the meanings respectively ascribed to them by G.S. Ch. 20. (’75 Code, § 14-1)

§ 70.02

OFFICIAL TRAFFIC MAPS.


(A)  There shall be kept on file, in the office of the City Clerk, official traffic maps on which shall be shown:



(1)  The location of traffic-control devices;



(2)  The location of areas or zones where certain regulations are applicable to the parking of vehicles;



(3)  The location of stop intersections;



(4)  The location of yield intersections;



(5)  The location of one-way streets;



(6)  The location of loading areas, bus stops and taxicab stands;



(7)  Speed limits applicable to certain streets;



(8)  The location of streets where certain regulations are applicable to trucks, such as weight limits for operation on the city streets;



(9)  The location of intersections at which “U-turns” are allowed; and



(10) The location of intersections at which right turns are prohibited at a red light.


(B)  The official traffic maps of the city shall constitute the official codification of the city’s ordinances relative to those areas of traffic regulations set forth in division (A) of this section.  (’75 Code, § 14-2)

§ 70.03

OBEDIENCE TO POLICE REQUIRED.


No person shall willfully fail or refuse to comply with any lawful order or direction of a police officer.  (’75 Code, § 14-3)  Penalty, see § 70.99
§  70.04
AUTHORITY OF POLICE IN EMERGENCIES.

In the event of fire or other emergency, or when necessary to expedite traffic or safeguard pedestrians, police officers may direct traffic as conditions may require, notwithstanding the provisions of this title.  (’75 Code, § 14-4)
§  70.05
APPLICATION OF REGULATIONS TO PUBLIC EMPLOYEES.


The provisions of this title shall apply to the driver of any vehicle owned by or used in the service of the United States government, this state, county or city.  It shall be unlawful for any such driver to violate any of the provisions of this title, except as otherwise permitted in this title or by state law.  (’75 Code, § 14-5)  Penalty, see § 70.99

§  70.06
EXEMPTIONS FOR AUTHORIZED EMERGENCY VEHICLES.

The provisions of this title regulating the operation, parking and standing of vehicles shall apply to authorized emergency vehicles, as defined in G.S. §§ 20-145 and 20-146, except as follows:


(A)  Unless otherwise directed by a police officer, a driver, when operating such vehicle in any emergency, may:



(1)  Park or stand, notwithstanding the provisions of this title;



(2)  Proceed past a red or stop signal or stop sign, but only after slowing down as may be necessary for safe operation;



(3)  Exceed the prima facie speed limits, so long as he does not endanger life or property; and



(4)  Disregard regulations governing direction of movement or turning in specified directions, so long as he does not endanger life or property.


(B)  The foregoing exemptions shall not, however, protect the driver of any such vehicle from the consequences of his reckless disregard for the safety of others. (’75 Code, § 14-6)

§  70.07
APPLICATION TO PERSONS PROPELLING PUSHCARTS OR RIDING 


BICYCLES OR ANIMALS.


Every person propelling any pushcart or riding a bicycle or an animal upon a roadway, and every person driving any animal-drawn vehicle, shall be subject to the provisions of this title applicable to the driver of any vehicle, except those provisions of this title which, by their very nature, can have no application. (’75 Code, § 14-7)

TRAFFIC-CONTROL DEVICES

§  70.20
OBEDIENCE REQUIRED; WHEN SIGNS REQUIRED FOR 




ENFORCEMENT.


(A)  The driver of any vehicle shall obey the instructions of any official traffic-control device applicable thereto placed in accordance with the traffic ordinances of the city, unless otherwise directed by a police officer.


(B)  No provisions of this title which provides for signs shall be enforced against an alleged violator if, at the time and place of alleged violation, such official sign is not in proper position or is insufficiently legible to an ordinarily observant person.  Whenever a particular section does not stipulate signs, such section shall be effective without signs being placed to give notice thereof. (’75 Code, § 14-14)  Penalty, see § 70.99

§  70.21
NO-PARKING ZONE AND SAFETY ZONE MARKERS.


Whenever authorized signs or markings are placed, erected or installed indicating no-parking zones or safety zones, no driver of a vehicle shall disobey the regulations in connection therewith. (’75 Code, § 14-18)  Penalty, see § 70.99

  §  70.22
INTERFERENCE WITH OFFICIAL TRAFFIC-CONTROL DEVICES.


It shall be unlawful for any person to remove, deface, molest, change the position of, alter or destroy any street or highway marker or traffic sign of any kind within the corporate limits of the city. (’75 Code, § 17-10)  Penalty, see § 70.99

MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATION

§ 70.35

YEARLY REGISTRATION REQUIRED; FEES.

Every resident owner of a motor vehicle, including motorcycles, driven either by himself or another with his authority, shall, for each motor vehicle owned, cause to be filed in the office of the City Clerk an application for registration of such motor vehicle and at the time such application is filed, shall pay to the Clerk the sum of $6, which license fee shall permit the operation of such motor vehicle in the city for the period from January 1 to December 31 succeeding each year.  One dollar shall be charged for a metal tag.  (’75 Code, § 14-57) (Am. Ord., passed 8-14-79; Am. Ord., passed 6-13-89; Am. Ord., passed 8-8-89) Penalty, see § 70.99

§ 70.36

ISSUANCE; DISPLAY.

Upon filing such application and the payment of the fee above stipulated, the City Clerk shall assign to such motor vehicle a distinctive number, and shall furnish to such applicant a neat display number, which number the owner shall at all times cause to be displayed on the windshield on the front passenger’s side.  (’75 Code, § 14-57) (Am. Ord., passed 8-14-79; Am. Ord., passed 6-13-89) Penalty, see § 70.99

§ 70.37

FAILURE TO COMPLY.

Any resident owner of a motor vehicle failing to pay such license fee as set out in § 70.35, or failing to display such number as set out in § 70.36, on or before February 15 of each year, shall be subject to the penalty provided in § 70.99.  (’75 Code, § 14-57) (Am. Ord., passed 8-14-79; Am. Ord., passed 4-11-83; Am. Ord., passed 6-13-89) Penalty, see § 70.99

§ 70.38

DISPLAY NUMBER REQUIRED FOR VEHICLES STORED IN CITY.

Every motor vehicle housed, garaged, stored or parked in the city overnight for an average of as many as four nights per week over a period of 30 days or more shall be required to be registered and show a display number as provided in §§ 70.35 through 70.37, and the owner or operator of such motor vehicle shall be subject to the same requirements, provisions and penalties as are residents of the city under §§ 70.35 through 70.37.  (’75 Code, § 14-58) (Am. Ord., passed 6-13-89) Penalty, see § 70.99

§ 70.39

LOST DISPLAY NUMBER.

Whenever a resident of the city reports to the police or to the City Clerk that he has lost his city display number for his automobile for the current year, the Clerk is authorized at his discretion to issue a new display number upon proof of purchase and the payment of $1.  (’75 Code, § 14-59) (Am. Ord., passed 6-13-89)
§ 70.99

PENALTY.

(A)  Civil Penalty.  Pursuant to G.S. 160A-175(c), a violation of any provision of this Traffic
Code shall subject the offender to a civil penalty to be recovered by the city in a civil action in the nature of debt if the offender does not pay the civil penalty within five days from the date of issuance of the citation for violation of the Traffic Code ordinance.  The following is a list of civil penalties for selected violations of the Traffic Code:


1.
$40.00 Civil Penalty


a.
Use of parking lots - 72.13 (Loitering)

2.
$50.00 Civil Penalty



a.
Speeding – 71.01



b.
Failure to obey traffic control device – 70.20 (Stop Sign, Red Light)

c.
Muffler violation – 71.07

d.
Signals on starting, stopping or turning – 71.08
e.
Too close to corner - 70.21

f.
Blocking marked driveway – 70.21
g.
No parking zone – 70.21
h.
12" from curb – 72.03(A)
i.
Left side of curb – 72.03(C)
j.
Outside lines – 72.03(D)

k.
Two hour parking – 72.35 (Uptown-Downtown Roanoke Ave.)

3.
$150.00 Civil Penalty


a.
Obstruct passage – 72.04 (City Streets)



b.
Stop, stand or park in prohibited areas – 72.05



c.
Parking/standing prohibited for certain purposes – 72.06



d.
Parking truck/tractor in residential area – 72.12



e.
Fire hydrant – 70.21



f.
Truck lane – 71.06



g.
One hour parking limit – 72.09 (Truck Traffic)



h.
Fire lane – 94.18
4.  For any other violation not specified above, or for any city code violation not covered under Title 7 (the Traffic Code), the civil penalty shall be $50 unless otherwise designated in a specific code provision.

(B) Waiver of Civil Penalty. The city may waive its right to collect a civil penalty for a violation of this Traffic Code, and then pursue a criminal or infraction prosecution under G.S. § 160A-175(b).  Such waiver must be in writing and signed by the City Manager, the Deputy City Manager, or the Chief of Police.

(C) Criminal Penalty. Pursuant to G.S. § 160A-175(b), a violation of this Traffic Code expressly shall not constitute a criminal offense or infraction under G.S. § 14-4, and no person shall be prosecuted under G.S. § 14-4 unless and until the city waives, in writing, its right to pursue the collection of the civil penalty allowed under G.S. § 160A-175(c) and division (A) above.  The amount of the criminal or infraction fine imposed in any such court proceeding shall be the maximum amount allowed by G.S. § 14-4. (Ord. passed--; Am. Ord. 2000-24, passed 8-8-00; Am. Ord. passed 8-28-07)

