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Roanoke Rapids, N. C.

April 13, 2010
REGULAR MEETING
The regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Roanoke Rapids was held on the above date at 7:00 p.m. at the Lloyd Andrews City Meeting Hall.

Present:

Carl Ferebee, Mayor Pro Tem




Ernest C. Bobbitt)






Edward Liverman)



COUNCIL MEMBERS



Suetta S. Scarbrough)



Greg Lawson)



Paul Sabiston, City Manager




Lisa B. Vincent, CMC, City Clerk




Gilbert Chichester, City Attorney
Absent:


Emery G. Doughtie, Mayor
Mayor Pro Tem Ferebee called the meeting to order and Councilman Lawson opened the meeting with prayer.  
Adoption of Business Agenda

Mayor Pro Tem Ferebee stated in accordance with the Roanoke Rapids City Council Rules and Procedures, it is the duty of every member present to vote on all matters coming before the Council unless there is a conflict of interest as determined by the Council or by law.  He asked the Council members if they have any known conflict of interest with respect to any matters before the Council this evening.
With no one indicating a conflict of interest with any of the items on the agenda, Mayor Pro Tem Ferebee stated the agenda needs to be amended to remove Elizabeth Branham under the public comment section.
Motion was made by Councilman Liverman, seconded by Councilman Bobbitt and unanimously carried to adopt the business agenda for April 13, 2010 as amended to remove Item 4 (a).
Public Comment (Scheduled):  Kim Simpson – Festival of the Roanoke
Ms. Kim Simpson, President of RABA, Inc., thanked Planning & Development Director Jarratt and Parks & Recreation Director Simeon for the assistance they have provided in coordinating the Festival of the Roanoke.  She stated this is the first festival for RABA and they are working very hard to make it a success.  Ms. Simpson stated she appreciates the City’s support.
Public Comment (Unscheduled):  J. Rives “Judge” Manning
Mr. J. Rives “Judge” Manning of 900 Monroe Street, Roanoke Rapids, NC stated he is here tonight wearing a different hat.  He stated he is here as President of the Halifax County Historical Association.  He stated over the last 30 years they have been working on a project to put together an architectural study of Halifax County, and have finally had it published.  Mr. Manning stated the City of Roanoke Rapids was very supportive and he would like to present two limited edition copies to the City Council.  He stated the limited edition copies are signed by the three authors and two editors.
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Mayor Pro Tem Ferebee accepted the books from Mr. Manning and thanked him on behalf of the City.

Mr. Manning stated they have unsigned copies that will be sold each Monday for the next three weeks at the Halifax County Library.  He stated the cost is $75.00 each.

Mayor Pro Tem Ferebee stated we are proud to be a part of this project.

Public Comment (Unscheduled):  W. D. “Bam” Moore
Mr. W. D. “Bam” Moore of 106 Woodland Road, Roanoke Rapids, NC stated he could stand up here all night and talk about the good things but is here tonight to talk about things that are not so good.  He stated dogs are being walked in the cemetery.  He stated he was told to call the Police Department but nothing has been done.  He stated he has called a department head but cannot get a return call.  Mr. Moore stated a taxpayer should get the respect of a return call.  He stated if people have over two of either a cat or dog, they have to get a permit.  He stated his neighbor is a deputy sheriff that has more than two dogs that bark 24/7.  He stated this same person has junk and a dilapidated car in the front yard.  Mr. Moore stated the payment of the theatre has not been kept up to date which should save the City $1 million since the discount does not apply if the payments are late.  He stated every year leaf collection begins on the west side of town and it was close to Thanksgiving before leaves were collected on the east side.  He stated leaves are piled in the streets which is a traffic hazard.  He stated the City’s street sweeper is sweeping State highways and not City streets.  He stated it is not right for the taxpayers to pay to sweep State highways.  Mr. Moore stated he also thinks the City Council takes too much advice from the City Manager.
Public Comment (Unscheduled):  Mack Bradley
Mr. Mack Bradley of 18 Henry Street, Roanoke Rapids, NC stated there are cracks in the pavement of his street.  He stated the City used to put tar in the cracks.  He stated there are probably 30 holes in the back alley behind his house.  He stated one is 2 foot wide by 6 foot long.  Mr. Bradley stated he is not asking the City to put gravel in the alleys but to fill the holes.  He stated he has back trouble and it hurts to ride down the alley.
Public Comment (Unscheduled):  Gilbert Avent, Jr.
Mr. Gilbert Avent, Jr. of 64 Stevens Drive, Roanoke Rapids, NC stated he does not live in the City limits but lives in the Lincoln Heights area where the City wants to put a trash transfer station.  He asked if the City was supposed to get approval from the people before they did this.  He stated he would like to have that question answered tonight.
Mayor Pro Tem Ferebee explained that public comment is a time for citizens to make comments.  He stated the City Council will take those comments under advisement.  He stated the City Council will not be able to answer questions tonight but will have an answer at a later time.

Public Comment (Unscheduled):  Wayne High
Mr. Wayne High of 101 Stevens Drive, Roanoke Rapids, NC stated his comments are the same as Mr. Avent’s comments.

Public Comment (Unscheduled):  Florine Bell
Ms. Florine Bell of 1717 Lonnie B. Green Road, Roanoke Rapids, NC stated she is here regarding the proposed solid waste transfer station.  She stated some residents in the City are aware of the City’s plans while others are not.  She stated she understands the City is in the early planning stages but she is here tonight speaking on behalf of those that could not be 
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here.  Ms. Bell stated the Lincoln Heights Community Development Coalition, Inc. would like for the City to uphold its own general regulations of the nuisance ordinance.  She read the following excerpt from Section 96.16:
Every owner and every occupant or other person in control of any building or land in the city, including vacant property, shall keep the same in a clean and orderly condition and shall deposit refuse for collection in accordance with the provisions of this subchapter and the regulations of the Director of Public Works………

Ms. Bell stated the nuisance ordinance also includes noise.  She stated the City should uphold its own nuisance ordinance.  She suggested the City seek other sites that would not interfere with the neighbors.
Public Comment (Unscheduled):  Donna Clements
Ms. Donna Clements of 512 Franklin Street, Roanoke Rapids, NC stated she would like to share with the Council the things she is trying to do to help the community.  She stated she just came from a seminar she held at the Library where they heard a powerful presentation from a dog rescue group.  She stated every Tuesday morning she hosts a meeting at the Chamber to help other ladies.  She stated her group is called the “Bag Ladies”—business accountability group.  Ms. Clements stated she is a member of the City’s Library Advisory Committee and had the privilege of working part-time at the Library.  She stated she is also participating in the Chamber’s Leadership Roanoke Valley program.  She stated she paid the $500 registration because she felt it was something important she could do for herself and the community.  Ms. Clements invited everyone to attend the Administrative Professionals Day seminar next Wednesday at the Halifax Community College.

Mayor Pro Tem Ferebee thanked everyone for their comments.  He stated this is a new process we started to give citizens an opportunity to express their opinions.

Approval of Council Minutes
Motion was made by Councilman Liverman, seconded by Councilwoman Scarbrough and unanimously carried to approve Council Minutes dated March 2, 2010 (Work Session); March 9, 2010 (Regular Meeting); March 17, 2010 (Council Retreat) and March 25, 2010 (Special Meeting).
City Council Appointments:  Canal Museum Advisory Committee
A ballot vote was taken and the Clerk announced that Tom Myrick received the unanimous vote for appointment to the Canal Museum Advisory Committee and Jane Deese received the majority vote for appointment as an ex officio member.
Motion was made by Councilman Bobbitt, seconded by Councilman Lawson and unanimously carried to appoint Tom Myrick to the Canal Museum Advisory Committee for an initial term to expire April 30, 2013, and to appoint Jane Deese to serve as an ex officio member.
Mayor Pro Tem Ferebee stated the Mayor has asked Councilwoman Scarbrough to serve as the Council Liaison on this committee and she has agreed to serve.
Resolution Requesting NCDOT to Name the I-95 Bridge in Roanoke Rapids in Honor of the Late Herman R. “Ham” Hargrove, Jr.
City Manager Sabiston stated this request was presented to Council at the work session.  He stated Mr. Mike Hargrove has provided information about his deceased father requesting that the City adopt a resolution to name the portion of the I-95 Bridge in Roanoke Rapids in honor 
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of him.  Mr. Sabiston explained that this resolution will be forwarded to the NCDOT Board.  He indicated that the County has also joined in this request.
Motion was made by Councilwoman Scarbrough, seconded by Councilman Bobbitt and unanimously carried to adopt the following resolution:
Resolution Requesting the N. C. Department of Transportation

Name the I-95/US 158 Bridge in Honor of

Herman R. “Ham” Hargrove, Jr.


Whereas, Herman R. “Ham” Hargrove, Jr. is a native son of the Town of Weldon and Halifax County, and distinguished citizen who unselfishly volunteered his time, talents and service to many causes, especially to the youth of this area by coaching youth baseball in the 1960’s; and


Whereas, because of his commitment to service, Ham’s strong leadership has left a lasting impression on the lives of many that will be felt for generations to come as he instilled his strong sense of family values on all that he met, and taught his children the importance of serving and giving back to the community; and


Whereas, Ham dedicated his life to promote and serve the Town of Weldon—never seeking recognition for his deeds, and served on many area boards including the Weldon Planning Board and Board of Adjustment, Halifax Regional Medical Center, Branch Banking & Trust Company, Rural Health Group, Halifax County Department of Social Services, Halifax Community College and the Roanoke Valley Chamber of Commerce; and


Whereas, Ham purchased the L.C. Draper Agency in 1956 and served the insurance needs of the citizens of Weldon and the surrounding area for over 50 years; and


Whereas, Ham’s interests were always broader than making money and he used his leadership skills as a founding member of the Halifax County Insurance Exchange and the Weldon Business Bureau; and


Whereas, Ham was a member of the Weldon Baptist Church for over 50 years and a recipient of the Distinguished Citizen Award in 1997 from Governor James B. Hunt, Jr.; and


Whereas, Ham was posthumously honored by Senator Edward Jones of the North Carolina General Assembly as a “distinguished citizen” and “tireless volunteer” of the Town of Weldon; and


Whereas, Ham never sought recognition for his faithful commitment and service, and the Roanoke Rapids City Council feels that naming the I-95/US 158 Bridge in honor of Herman R. “Ham” Hargrove, Jr. would be a tremendous gesture of appreciation for his unselfish service and dedication to the Town of Weldon and Halifax County; and


Whereas, the I-95/US 158 Bridge between Weldon and Roanoke Rapids was recently annexed into the City limits;


Now, therefore be it resolved that the City Council of the City of Roanoke Rapids respectfully requests the North Carolina Department of Transportation to name the I-95/US 158 Bridge in honor of Herman R. “Ham” Hargrove, Jr. so that the great contributions he has made will not be soon forgotten.


Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be spread upon the minutes of this meeting and that a copy be delivered to the Hargrove family, the North Carolina Department of Transportation, and to the news media.


This the 13th day of April, 2010.








___________________________________








        Carl Ferebee, Mayor Pro Tem

ATTEST:

___________________________________

    Lisa B. Vincent, City Clerk
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Temporary Street Closure and Related Activities for “Festival of the Roanoke”
Planning and Development Director Jarratt stated Council has before them a revised resolution to temporarily close the 900, 1000 and 1100 blocks of Roanoke Avenue for the Festival of the Roanoke.  She stated a letter from Mr. R. E. Greene, Jr. with NCDOT approving the temporary closure was included in the Council’s agenda packet.  She stated this festival, sponsored by the Roanoke Avenue Business Alliance (RABA), will kick off Friday night, May 7 with The Castaways.  She stated RABA and the Chamber are also requesting that there be a designated “beer garden” for the sale of wine and beer, and that restaurants along the 1000
block of Roanoke Avenue be allowed to serve dinner and drinks along their current street frontage.  Ms. Jarratt pointed out that Section 131.01 of the Roanoke Rapids City Code requires that for anyone to lawfully possess malt beverages or wine on any street or alley that has been temporarily closed, City Council must grant permission through a resolution.  She stated RABA has applied for a Special Event Permit which will be approved administratively after review by City departments.
Motion was made by Councilman Liverman, seconded by Councilman Lawson and unanimously carried to adopt the following resolution:
RESOLUTION TO TEMPORARILY CLOSE STREET

FOR “FESTIVAL OF THE ROANOKE” ON 

MAY 7 & MAY 8, 2010 


WHEREAS, the Roanoke Avenue Business Alliance, Inc. is planning to hold the “Festival of the Roanoke” on Friday, May 7, 2010 and Saturday, May 8, 2010; and


WHEREAS, this festival will take place in the 900, 1000 and 1100 blocks of Roanoke Avenue; and


WHEREAS, the NC Department of Transportation has given their approval for the temporary street closure for this event; and


WHEREAS, the Roanoke Rapids City Code prohibits the possession and consumption of malt beverages and unfortified wine on any city street unless approved by resolution of City Council; 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ROANOKE RAPIDS APPROVES:
(1) the temporary closure of the 1000 block of Roanoke Avenue between the hours of 3:00 p.m. and 11:00 p.m. on Friday, May 7, 2010; 

(2) the temporary closure of the 900, 1000, and 1100 blocks of Roanoke Avenue on Saturday, May 8, 2010 between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.; 

(3) allowing for the possession and consumption of malt beverages and unfortified wine on the 1000 block of Roanoke Avenue on Friday, May 7, 2010; and
(4) all patrons consuming alcohol served by one of the restaurants along the 1000 block of Roanoke Avenue on Friday, May 7, 2010 shall be restricted from moving outside of a 25 foot radius from the building.  This 25 foot radius area shall be clearly marked by the restaurant serving alcohol so that it is easily identifiable by police officers on patrol.

ADOPTED this 13th day of April, 2010.








________________________________________









Carl Ferebee, Mayor Pro Tem
ATTEST:

_____________________________________

     Lisa B. Vincent, City Clerk 
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Budget Amendment for Drug Forfeiture Funds
Police Chief Hinton stated a budget amendment is necessary to allow the department to spend drug forfeiture funds on some much needed operational expenses in the Police Department.  He stated the amount of this budget amendment is $10,000 and no tax dollars are involved.
Motion was made by Councilman Lawson, seconded by Councilman Bobbitt and unanimously carried to adopt the following ordinance:

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ROANOKE RAPIDS:
SECTION 1.  The following additional amounts are hereby appropriated for the operation of City Government and its activities for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2009 and ending June 30, 2010, according to the following schedule:

SCHEDULE A – DRUG FORFEITURE FUND


Drug Forfeiture – Equipment





$10,000











_______


DRUG FORFEITURE FUND TOTAL





$10,000

SECTION 2.  The following additional revenues and reductions in appropriations are available for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2009 and ending June 30, 2010, in order to meet the foregoing appropriations, according to the following schedule:

SCHEDULE B – DRUG FORFEITURE FUND


Drug Forfeiture – Fund Balance Regular




$10,000











_______


DRUG FORFEITURE FUND TOTAL





$10,000

SECTION 3.  This Ordinance shall become effective upon adoption.
Order Directing City Attorney to Petition the Court for Compliance Order—1026 Roanoke Avenue
Planning and Development Director Jarratt pointed out on the overhead projector photographs of the unsafe building located at 1026 Roanoke Avenue and reviewed the following staff report with Council:
March 31, 2010

To:      
Paul Sabiston, City Manager

From:
 Amanda C. Jarratt, Planning and Development Director

Re:     
1026 Roanoke Avenue (Parcel # 0903254): Order Directing City Attorney to Petition Court for Order 
Requiring Property Owner to Comply with Order of Code Enforcement.   

The following is provided as a chronological order of events concerning the above referenced property:

· September 25, 2008 – An exterior only inspection was performed by Code Enforcement Officers; Walter Johnson and Donald Tart. Unsafe conditions were noticed such as exposed electrical wiring, mold appeared to be present and a leak was noticed in the ceiling from the 2nd floor. At that time an Unsafe Building placard was posted on the building.

· September 26, 2008 – An informal letter was mailed to the owner requesting that contact be made to the Code Enforcement Officer regarding the maintenance and repair of the building.  The owner was given the opportunity to begin repairs to the building with no further action required by the Code Enforcement Officer.
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· October 09, 2008– A Notice of Lis Pendens was filed with The Clerk of Superior Court in Halifax at a cost of $8.00.

· February 06, 2009 – Formal research was completed at the Halifax County Register of Deeds and Clerk of Court’s Office. It was determined that Lynwood Keith Burnette is the owner of the property by the Last Will and Testament of Thomas Randall Burnette. A Hearing notice was posted to the building and mailed via certified and regular mail to the owner and parties of interest.

· February 16, 2009 – Hearing notice sent by regular mail on February 06, 2009 to party of interest (Rachael F. Britt) is returned as “Unable to Forward”.
· February 19, 2009 – Hearing notice sent by certified mail on February 06, 2009 to owner (Lynwood K. Burnette) is returned as “Unable to Forward”.
· February 20, 2009 – Hearing notice sent by certified mail on February 06, 2009 to party of interest (Rachael F. Britt) is returned as “Unable to Forward”. Hearing notice sent by regular on February 06, 2009 mail to party of interest (A.S. Godwin) is returned as “Unable to Forward”.
· February 26, 2009 – Hearing notice sent by certified mail on February 06, 2009 to party of interest (A.S. Godwin) is returned as “Unable to Forward”. 
· March 03, 2009 – Hearing was cancelled at this time due to not being absolutely sure that the hearing notice sent February 06, 2009 was delivered to the owner and parties of interest.

· May 20, 2009 – Hearing notice #2 was posted on building, mailed via certified and regular mail to owner and parties of interest and advertised by legal/public notice for (3) consecutive weeks; (5-20-09, 5-27-09, and 6-3-09). 

· June 18, 2009 – The Hearing was held at 10:30 a.m. with Code Enforcement Officer Walter Johnson, Minimum Housing Code Enforcement Officer Donald Tart and Patrick McBride; (party of interest), in attendance.  An Administrative Warrant was obtained but was not executed due to owner assisting by having door opened by a hired locksmith. At this time a detailed visual inspection of the exterior and interior was made.  A list of all observed unsafe conditions was made. 

· June 19, 2009 – Findings of Fact was sent with an Order that the owner shall repair or remove unsafe conditions or demolish and remove the structure from the property by a date no later than August 18, 2009. If the structure is to be repaired and not demolished and removed, the structure should be repaired, altered, or by removing the structure to correct all of the conditions and deficiencies noted in exhibit A attached hereto within the specified time frame. Mailing was by Certified and Regular mail to the owner and parties of interest. The notice was posted to the building.  Formal activity for the building was posted on the City Planning web page.

· June 26, 2009 – Owner sent an E-mail wishing to donate property to the city.

· June 30, 2009 – Code Officer; Donald Tart met with Interim City Manager; Pete Connett to inform him that owner was offering the property to the city as a donation. Mr. Connett discussed with Officer Tart that the city will have to consider the cost of: (Asbestos survey, Asbestos abatement and demolition cost) and that the city may not be willing to accept as a donation.

· July 02, 2009 – M.J. Price Construction Co. was contacted to obtain price for demolition.

· July 10, 2009 – A letter was received from owner confirming his interest to donate the property to the City of Roanoke Rapids.

· July 21, 2009 – An estimate was received from M.J. Price Construction Co. for cost of demolition in the amount of $43,410.00.

· August 03, 2009 – Mr. Patrick McBride came in to meet with Code Officer; Donald Tart and withdrew the donation offer and discussed that the owner will be complying to the Order from the Code Enforcement Officer.

· August 07, 2009 – A letter was sent to the owner and parties of interest reminding owner of the upcoming deadline of August 18, 2009 to have the building repaired, or demolished and removed.
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· August 18, 2009 – Mr. Patrick McBride came into office and issued an Asbestos Inspection invoice and picked up a Demolition Permit Application.

· September 16, 2009 – Code Officer; Donald Tart called Mr. Patrick McBride and left a voice mail to return his call in order to follow up on the status of the asbestos survey report and Demolition Permit. Mr. McBride returned call and stated that he will be moving forward as soon as he receives the NC State Demo Permit and Asbestos report from Mr. William Guatier.

· December 31, 2009 – Mr. Patrick McBride delivered the Asbestos report and NC State Demolition Permit to Code Enforcement Officer; Donald Tart. Officer Tart noticed and pointed out to Mr. McBride that the NC State Demolition Permit was expired. The NC State Demolition permit was issued 8-27-09 for the Demolition start date of 9-15-09 and the ending date of 11-15-09.

· January 04, 2010 – Code Enforcement Officer Donald Tart contacted Mr. Patrick McBride and discussed the upcoming demolition and utility release. Mr. McBride also stated that he may try to save the ground level portion of the building and will submit engineer plans to the building inspector.

·  February 15, 2010 – Mr. Patrick McBride delivered NC State Demolition Permit to Code Enforcement Officer; Donald Tart. The NC State Demolition permit was issued 01-11-10 for Interior demolition/renovation: start date: 02-01-10, end: date of 12-31-10. (Mr. Tart advised Mr. Patrick that because there had been no effort to move forward with the demolition or rehabilitation of the building there was no recourse but to schedule the matter to be heard at an upcoming City Council Meeting in the near future).

· March 25, 2010 – Notice is sent to owner and parties of interest by regular mail and notice is also sent to the Roanoke Rapids Daily Herald to publish by Legal Advertisement for (2) consecutive weeks; (03-28-10, 4-04-10) a notice of the scheduled City Council meeting on April 13, 2010 to consider an Ordinance directing the City Attorney to petition the General Court of Justice of Halifax County for an Order requiring the owner of certain property located at 1026 Roanoke Avenue, Roanoke Rapids, N.C. to comply with the Order of the Building Inspector. 

· March 28, 2010 – Public Notice is published in the Roanoke Rapids Daily Herald to give notice of the scheduled City Council meeting on April 13, 2010 to consider an Ordinance directing the City Attorney to petition the General Court of Justice of Halifax County for an Order requiring the owner of certain property located at 1026 Roanoke Avenue, Roanoke Rapids, N.C. to comply with the Order of the Building Inspector. 

· March 31, 2010 – Request is made to the City Manager for review and action by the City Council. 

· Taxes are paid in full as of the tax year of 2009.

Staff Recommendation

We determine the structure to be an unsafe building as defined by Chapter 150 of the Code of the City of Roanoke Rapids. Staff has properly completed the required procedures and the owner has failed to comply with the Official’s Order.  

We, therefore, request adoption of an ordinance by City Council directing the City Attorney to petition the General Court of Justice for an order requiring the owner of certain property located at 1026 Roanoke Avenue to comply with the Order of the Code Enforcement Officer to repair or demolish and remove the structure. 

FINDINGS OF FACT AND ORDER OF UNSAFE BUILDING

RE:  UNSAFE BUILDING 

ADDRESS  1026 ROANOKE AVENUE                                             
TAX MAP  462       PARCEL   299-00        
Dear:    LYNWOOD K. BURNETTE    
Pursuant to the N.C.G.S. 160-A-424 et. seq. and Title 9 of Chapter 20 of the Roanoke Rapids City Code and Section 160A-426 of the General Statutes of North Carolina, I have determined that the structure located on the above referenced parcel of land is unsafe and thereby constitutes a fire and safety  hazard and is dangerous to life, health and other property.
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In this regard, on   JUNE 18, 2009 , I conducted a hearing at the premises to determine what actions you intend to take relative to the structure.  Present at the hearing were Code Enforcement Officers; Donald Tart and Walter Johnson.    

Upon the record and all of the evidence offered and contentions made, the undersigned Building Inspector does hereby find the following facts:

1.
The above named owners of the structure located at the place specified were duly served as required by law with written Determination and Notice of Hearing which set forth the Determination that the structure located at the above address is unsafe and thereby constitutes a fire and safety hazard and is dangerous to life, health and other property, and fixed a time and place for hearing upon the Determination as provided by law.

2.
The structure described above is unsafe and thereby constitutes a fire and safety hazard and is dangerous to life, health and other property.

It is therefore ordered that you are required to:

Repair or remove unsafe conditions or demolish and remove the structure from the property by a date no later than August 18, 2009. If structure is to be repaired and not demolished and removed, the structure should be repaired, altered, or by improving the structure to correct all of the conditions and deficiencies noted in exhibit A attached hereto within the specified time frame.
However, prior to repairing, or demolishing the structure, please obtain the requisite permits from this office authorizing your proposed actions.

If you are not satisfied with the Order, you may appeal same to the City Council by giving written notice to the City Clerk and myself within ten (10) days following issuance of the written order.  However, should you not appeal, you must take the actions referenced above.  Failure to comply with the Order will constitute a misdemeanor and you will be punished in the discretion of the court.

This is the   19th  day of  June, 2009.                                       

                                                                                                           Sincerely,

                                                                                                           Code Enforcement Officer

June 19, 2009
Unsafe Building Code Violations for 1026 Roanoke Avenue
Exhibit “A”

1. CEILING ON GROUND FLOOR IS DETERIORATED AND COLLAPSING IN AREAS.

2. ELECTRICAL WIRING IS EXPOSED AND APPEARS TO BE FAULTY.

3. 2ND FLOOR, FLOOR JOIST IS DETERIORATED AND COLLAPSING IN AREAS.

4. 2ND FLOOR, FLOORING IS DETERIORATED AND COLLAPSING IN AREAS.

5. 2ND FLOOR, CEILING AND CEILING JOIST ARE DETERIORATED AND COLLAPSING IN AREAS.

6. ROOF OF BUILDING IS COLLAPSING IN AREAS.

7. INTERIOR WALLS ARE DETERIORATED IN AREAS.

8. MOLD APPEARS TO BE PRESENT ON INTERIOR OF BUILDING.

9. *NOTE: COULD NOT INSPECT FURTHER THAN TOP OF STAIRCASE DUE TO THE UNSAFE CONDITIONS NOTICED, (COLLAPSING OF ROOF AND 2ND FLOOR, FLOORING).
10. GUTTERS AND SOFFITT HANGING IN AREAS.
NOTE: It is therefore ordered that you are required to:

Repair or remove unsafe conditions or demolish and remove the structure from the property by a date no later than August 18, 2009. If structure is to be repaired and not demolished and removed, the structure should be repaired, altered, or by improving the structure to correct all of the conditions and deficiencies noted in exhibit A attached hereto within the specified time frame. 
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However, prior to securing, repairing, or demolishing the structure, please obtain the requisite permits from this office authorizing your proposed actions. 
Motion was made by Councilman Bobbitt, seconded by Councilman Liverman and unanimously carried to adopt the following ordinance:

ORDINANCE DIRECTING CITY ATTORNEY TO PETITION THE GENERAL COURT OF JUSTICE FOR AN ORDER REQUIRING THE OWNER OF CERTAIN PROPERTY TO COMPLY WITH THE ORDER OF THE CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER: 1026 ROANOKE AVENUE

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Roanoke Rapids finds that the structure herein described is unsafe and thereby constitutes a fire and safety hazard and is dangerous to life, health and other property and that all of the procedures of the Code of the City of Roanoke Rapids, North Carolina, have been complied with;

 
WHEREAS, the owner of this structure has failed to comply with a lawful Order of the Code Enforcement Official to demolish the same within the time therein prescribed; and,


WHEREAS, G. S. 160A-432 and Section 150.61 of the Code of the City of Roanoke Rapids, North Carolina, empowers the City of Roanoke Rapids to seek enforcement when an Order of the Code Enforcement Official is not complied with;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Roanoke Rapids that the City Attorney is hereby authorized and directed to proceed, as authorized by G. S. 160A-432, to petition the General Court of Justice of Halifax County for a petition requiring the owner, Lynwood K. Burnette, of the structure located at 1026 Roanoke Avenue in the City of Roanoke Rapids, North Carolina, to take such steps as may be necessary to comply fully with the Order of the Code Enforcement Official issued pursuant to the Unsafe Building Ordinance contained in Chapter 150 of the Code of the City of Roanoke Rapids, North Carolina.

This Ordinance shall become effective after its adoption.







  ___________________________________








Carl Ferebee, Mayor Pro Tem
Resolution Approving an Amendment to Extend Contract with PRO for Administrative Services Related to 2005 CDBG Project
Planning and Development Director Jarratt stated this item was discussed at the work session last week.  She stated this CDBG project to extend water and sewer infrastructure to the Entertainment District has not been closed out and the contract needs to be extended to continue the administration of the project.  
Motion was made by Councilman Bobbitt, seconded by Councilman Liverman and unanimously carried to adopt the following resolution:
Resolution Approving an Amendment to Extend Contract

with Progressive Resources & Opportunities (PRO)

for Administrative Services Related to the

2005 CDBG Project—Economic Development


WHEREAS, the City of Roanoke Rapids, North Carolina is a municipal corporation organized under the laws of the State of North Carolina; and


WHEREAS, the contract with Progressive Resources & Opportunities (PRO) to provide administrative services for the 2005 CDBG Project—Economic Development Project (Entertainment District) expired on August 7, 2008; and


WHEREAS, this grant is still on-going and PRO has continued to provide administrative services; and


WHEREAS, the City of Roanoke Rapids desires to extend the agreement until June 30, 2011;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE ROANOKE RAPIDS CITY COUNCIL to approve the amended attached contract between the City of Roanoke Rapids and Progressive Resources & Opportunities 
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(PRO) to provide administrative services for the 2005 CDBG Project—Economic Development (Entertainment District), and to authorize the Mayor or Mayor  Pro Tem and City Clerk to execute the contract.


ADOPTED this 13th day of April, 2010.








______________________________________








          Carl Ferebee, Mayor Pro Tem

ATTEST:

____________________________________

     Lisa B. Vincent, City Clerk

Resolution Approving a Contract with the County Regarding the Disposition of the Old Airport Property
City Manager Sabiston stated this item was discussed at the work session.  He stated the County owns a majority of the old airport property and the City owns approximately 41 acres.  He stated the airport has been operated by either the City or County for the last 50 years but was closed when the new airport opened.  Mr. Sabiston stated in order for the property to be released, the FAA requires the owner or owners to pay back to the FAA the fair market value of the property.  He stated the County has already paid their portion.  He pointed out that the money does come back to the new airport.  Mr. Sabiston stated with a strong possibility of a third party using the property and creating jobs, the County would like for us to release our portion.  He stated the County has agreed to (1) accept the liability for the fair market value of the City’s property; (2) transfer to the City the full title to the Police Club property which is about seven acres used for training; and (3) pay the City $50,000 as part of the transaction.  Mr. Sabiston stated this is permitted under NC General Statutes as we are dealing with another governmental entity.  He stated he feels this is a good move that will hopefully open the door for a high tech industry to locate here in the County.
Motion was made by Councilman Lawson, seconded by Councilman Bobbitt and unanimously carried to adopt the following resolution:

Resolution Approving a Purchase Agreement

Between the City of Roanoke Rapids and

Halifax County Regarding the Disposition of the Old Airport


WHEREAS, the City of Roanoke Rapids, North Carolina is a municipal corporation organized under the laws of the State of North Carolina; and


WHEREAS, with the opening of the new Halifax-Northampton Regional Airport, the old airport property is no longer needed; and


WHEREAS, the City of Roanoke Rapids and Halifax County both own property at the old airport; and


WHEREAS, in order for the FAA to release the old airport property, it is necessary for the City and the County to pay to the FAA the fair market value of the property; and


WHEREAS, the County has already paid to the FAA for the release of the County-owned property and has agreed to pay the FAA the fair market value of the property the City owns at the old airport; and


WHEREAS, the County has presented a purchase agreement to the City for consideration outlining the terms of the sale;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE ROANOKE RAPIDS CITY COUNCIL to approve the attached purchase agreement between the City of Roanoke Rapids and Halifax County and to authorize the Mayor or Mayor Pro Tem and Clerk to sign the agreement.


ADOPTED this 13th day of April, 2010.
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______________________________________







            Carl Ferebee, Mayor Pro Tem

ATTEST:

_________________________________​​​​___​​​_____
         Lisa B. Vincent, City Clerk

Resolution Approving a Modification to Contract(s) with L&M Hospitality RR, LLC (“L&M”)
City Manager Sabiston stated the contract is not ready but we do have a few matters related to this item that need to be discussed in closed session.
City Manager’s Report
City Manager Sabiston highlighted the following from his bi-weekly report:
· Finances:   March 2010 monthly revenues and expenses are attached as part of the 
monthly report by the Finance Department.  Year-to-date revenues are $12,268,358 
(83.1% of budgeted revenues) (Month’s Revenue - $824,802) and YTD expenses are 
$10,029,713 (67.4% of budgeted expenses) (Month’s Expenses - $1,155,695).  The 
Sales and Use Tax receipts year-to-date are $1,171,356 (-15.08% from this time last 
year) (Monthly Collection - $148,871).  Total revenues exceeded expenditures by 
$2,238,645 as of March 31, 2010 for FY 09/10.

· Budget Process:  A draft budget was submitted to the City Council for its review last 
week.  Staff has been working hard on the budget preparations.  Budget workshops 
with City Council and staff began last week and will continue in April and part of May 
on Thursdays at 3:00 p.m.
· Insurance Quotes:  I hope to receive all necessary insurance quotes for both health, 
liability and property coverage in the next 4 to 5 weeks.  The health insurance quotes 
will arrive earlier.  Following receipt of the health insurance quotes, I will send them 
to the insurance committee for comments before I submit a recommendation to the 
City Council.
· Golden LEAF/Main Street:  The City was awarded a grant in the amount of $200,000 
for its “Halifax County Main Street Initiative” last week.  We have yet to receive the 
details of the award but should receive the written confirmation and grant conditions 
any day.  This award will allow all of the municipalities to work together to improve 
their downtown districts and, hopefully, attract new businesses and jobs to the 
municipalities of Halifax County.
· Inmate Program:  The inmates continue making general repairs and providing 
maintenance on and to the streets and cleaning up the ball fields, including grass 
cutting.
· Brandy Creek:  I have forwarded to the City Council information from the attorneys 
representing this area.  This issue probably needs to be discussed by the City Council 
in the near future to give the staff direction.

· Transfer Station:  Comments were made about the proposed transfer station earlier in 
the meeting.  This is obviously in the very early stages of the planning process, and 
we are working through a site selection process.  The soil tests for the public works 
site came back with no substantial negative findings.  We still have a long way to go 
on this.
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· Roanoke Rapids Theatre:   The City received the $75,000 lease payment for February 
but March and April are still outstanding.  We are still discussing the lease 
modification with L&M Hospitality.
Motion was made by Councilman Liverman, seconded by Councilman Bobbitt and unanimously carried to go into closed session as allowed by NCGS 143-318.11(a)(3) to consider a legal matter and consult with the City Attorney.
Minute Book Page 15406 contains Minutes and General Account of a Closed Session which have been sealed until such time as public inspection of those minutes would not frustrate the purpose of the Closed Session.
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Motion was made by Councilman Lawson, seconded by Councilman Liverman and unanimously carried to return to open session.

OPEN SESSION
Mayor Pro Tem Ferebee reconvened the meeting in open session.
City Council consulted with the City Attorney regarding a contract matter.  No action was taken.
There being no further business, motion was made by Councilman Bobbitt, seconded by Councilman Liverman and unanimously carried to adjourn.
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Lisa B. Vincent, City Clerk

APPROVED BY COUNCIL ACTION ON:  5/11/10
