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Roanoke Rapids, N. C.

May 10, 2011


The City Council of the City of Roanoke Rapids held a special meeting on the above date at 6:15 p.m. at the Lloyd Andrews City Meeting Hall.




Emery G. Doughtie, Mayor



Carl Ferebee, Mayor Pro Tem



Ernest C. Bobbitt)



Edward Liverman)







Suetta S. Scarbrough)



Greg Lawson)




Paul Sabiston, City Manager




Lisa B. Vincent, MMC, City Clerk




MeLinda Hite, Finance Director




Amanda C. Jarratt, Planning & Development Director



Richard Parnell, Public Works Director



Danny Acree, Assistant Public Works Director




Adam Bondarek, Interim Police Chief




Bill Dreitzler, ms consultants, inc.




Gilbert Chichester, City Attorney
Mayor Doughtie called the meeting to order and stated the purpose of this special meeting is to seek public input on the three sites being considered for a solid waste transfer station.
Overview by ms consultants, inc. of Three Sites Considered for Proposed Solid Waste Transfer Station
Mr. Bill Dreitzler of ms consultants, inc. pointed out the large maps on display depicting each site and indicated that copies of a fact sheet on each site are available for the public.  He stated they have not yet made a determination on which of the three short-listed sites to recommend.  He stated they wanted to obtain comments from the public to include in the evaluation and analysis in order to make the best informed decision.  Mr. Dreitzler reviewed the following three short-listed sites:

Site “S-2”

This 9.9 acre site is located off Highway 158, roughly six miles to the west of Roanoke Rapids. This property is owned by the City of Roanoke Rapids and was previously used as a landfill.  It is located in the Halifax County zoning district, and is zoned R-A, residential agricultural.  The property will not need to be rezoned, but will require a conditional use permit.  The 
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conditional use process requires a public hearing and is defined in section 701.03 of the Halifax County Code – Appendix A.  The site is remotely located, with adjoining properties on all sides being wooded and undeveloped.  The site has no street frontage and would require acquisition of property (or easements) and construction of a roughly 2000 linear foot access road through three different properties.  Assuming that a 24-foot wide heavy-duty roadway section was used, the access road would average around $130 per linear foot, or $260,000 total.  Water service would also need to be extended to the site from an existing 12" PVC waterline located on the opposite side of Highway 158.  The water extension would average around $20 per linear foot, or $40,000 total.  Providing sewer service for this site will be challenging.  The closest sewer service is a force main that services Davie School, roughly two miles to the east of the site entrance at Highway 158.  Also, NRCS lists the soils to have a “very limited” rating for septic tank absorption fields, therefore a special/unconventional septic system may be required.
Site “S-8”

This site is located in Becker Industrial Park off Highway 158 to the east of Interstate 95.  The existing parcel is 30.3 acres, and the proposed subdivided site area is 6.1 acres.  The property is owned by Rightmyer Machine Rentals and is mostly heavily wooded.  It is located in the Halifax County zoning district and is zoned HI, heavy industrial.  The property will not need to be rezoned, but will require a conditional use permit.  The conditional use process requires a public hearing and is defined in section 701.03 of the Halifax County Code – Appendix A.  Also, there do exist restrictive covenants for this site that are defined in Deed Book 1428, Page 427.  Adjoining properties are wooded or industrial.  The Roanoke Canal Trail and Roanoke River are located along the northern boundary of the property.  From Highway 158, the site is accessed via Grace Drive and Watkins Drive.   A roughly 300-foot extension of Watkins drive and property (or easement) acquisition would be required for access.  Assuming a 24-foot wide heavy-duty section was used, the access road would average around $130 per linear foot, or $39,000 total.  A water line extension would also be required from the existing 12" water line located at the Watkins Drive dead end.  An existing 12" sewer line that runs through the site can provide gravity sewer service.

Site “S-11”

This site is located on Highway 158, roughly 2.5 miles to the west of Roanoke Rapids. The existing parcel is 36.6 acres, and the proposed subdivided site area is 5.7 acres.  The property is owned by Rightmyer Machine Rentals and is lightly wooded with young planted pine trees.  It is located in the Halifax County zoning district and is zoned R-A, residential agricultural. The property will not need to be rezoned, but will require a conditional use permit. The conditional use process requires a public hearing and is defined in section 701.03 of the Halifax County Code – Appendix A.  Adjoining properties are mostly farmland or wooded, with the exception of 
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one existing residential dwelling to the west of the property along Highway 158.  The site has enough street frontage along Highway 158 to allow for a more efficient two driveway setup.  An existing 16" waterline on the opposite side of 158 can provide water service for the site.  Providing sewer service for this site may be challenging.  There is an existing 4" sewer force main along Highway 158.  A pump station would be required to use the force main for service.  NRCS lists the soils to have a very limited rating for septic tank absorption fields.

Mayor Doughtie opened the floor for comments.
Mr. Allen Harvey of 66 Buck Drive, Roanoke Rapids, NC stated he lives near the old air base and has two concerns.  He stated he and his neighbors are on well water and they are concerned that the transfer station will poison the water system.  He stated his other concern is the smell.  Mr. Harvey stated on a hot day, the smell will drift his way.

Mr. Winston S. Leonard of 6731 Highway 158, Roanoke Rapids, NC stated he attended the December 15, 2010 meeting concerning the site selection for the transfer station.  He stated he lives seven miles west of Roanoke Rapids near Site S-2.  He stated his concerns are the same as the ones expressed in a letter he sent to the Mayor and City Council in January.  He stated this letter was also sent to the Chairman of the County Commissioners.    Mr. Leonard stated he stands by those concerns.  He stated the City operated a landfill in this location in the 70s and if that is any indication of what to expect down the road, he does not want to see it.  He stated he and his neighbors also use well water and are concerned about contamination.

Ms. Kimberly Laughrey of 1712 Ivey Street, Roanoke Rapids, NC stated her vote is no for all three of the sites unless Council can tell her that this transfer station will not become another burden on the taxpayers.  She stated the Council does not have the right to spend any more of the taxpayers’ money on anything that is not absolutely required.  Ms. Laughrey stated some of the Council members were put on the Council because of the mess with the Theatre and now they too want to spend more money.  She stated we already have $21.5 million of chickens that went unhatched that still need to be paid for.
Mayor Doughtie thanked everyone for their comments.

There being no further business, motion was made by Councilman Bobbitt, seconded by Councilman Liverman and unanimously carried to adjourn.
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