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Roanoke Rapids City Council
August 9, 2011


The regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Roanoke Rapids was held on the above date at 7:00 p.m. at the Lloyd Andrews City Meeting Hall.



Emery G. Doughtie, Mayor



Carl Ferebee, Mayor Pro Tem



Greg Lawson)






Suetta S. Scarbrough)


Edward Liverman)



Edward A. Wyatt, Interim City Manager



Lisa B. Vincent, MMC, City Clerk



Gilbert Chichester, City Attorney




Ernest C. Bobbitt, Council Member
Mayor Doughtie called the meeting to order and Councilman Lawson opened the meeting with prayer.  
Adoption of Business Agenda
Mayor Doughtie called Council’s attention to the Conflict of Interest statement in the agenda packet.  
Mayor Doughtie stated we have received a request to rename a street.  He stated this needs to be added to the agenda if Council wishes to consider the request.
With no one indicating a conflict of interest with any of the items on the agenda, Mayor Doughtie called for a motion to adopt the business agenda.

Motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Ferebee, seconded by Councilwoman Scarbrough and unanimously carried to adopt the business agenda for August 9, 2011 with the aforementioned addition.
Special Recognitions:  Resolution Honoring Roanoke Valley U-18 Girls Softball All-Stars Team
Mayor Doughtie stated it is always nice to have special recognitions at our meetings, and we have the distinct honor tonight of recognizing the Roanoke Valley U-18 Girls Softball All-Stars Team.  He stated the team recently won the 2011 Eastern North Carolina State Championship and went on to become the Babe Ruth League’s first-time Southeast 
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Regional Champions.  Mayor Doughtie asked the coaches and players to come forward.  He read the following resolution and presented a framed copy to the head coach:
RESOLUTION HONORING

ROANOKE VALLEY U-18 GIRLS SOFTBALL ALL-STARS TEAM

WHEREAS, last year, the Babe Ruth U-18 All-Stars were the first of the League to win the Eastern North Carolina (ENC) State Championship and move to the Southeast Regional Tournament; and


WHEREAS, following the loss last year in Florida, the team still came home proud; and


WHEREAS, this year the U-18 team again took on the challenge and won the 2011 ENC State Championship moving on to the regionals again and this time completing five straight game wins to be the League’s first time Babe Ruth Southeast Regional Champions; and


WHEREAS, most of these girls started their play in this League 10 to 11 years ago and this was a thrilling way to finish their Babe Ruth play; and


WHEREAS, Head Coach Billy Smith, Coach Steve Heath, Coach Mike Newsome, Bat Girl Meredith Wilson and the players on the Babe Ruth U-18 All-Stars Team led the team to triumph by utilizing a combination of all the attributes of a championship-caliber softball team; and


WHEREAS, the talented players of this championship team are: Martha Fluharty, Emily Webb, Ashley Delbridge, Marisa Merriett, Morgan Heath, Stephanie Rose, Courtney Strickland, Kalie Smith, Anna Spragins, Bailey Robinson, Margaret Neville, Ashley Sawyer; and


WHEREAS, it is with great pleasure and pride that the Roanoke Rapids City Council recognizes the accomplishments and dedication of these fine athletes and their coaches and congratulates them on their momentous success;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Roanoke Rapids City Council that the Babe Ruth U-18 All-Stars Team be honored for their accomplishments by proclaiming August 13, 2011 as “Roanoke Valley U-18 Girls Softball All-Stars Team Day” in the City of Roanoke Rapids; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be spread upon the minutes of this meeting and copies be delivered to the news media.


ADOPTED this 9th day of August, 2011.








___________________________________









Emery G. Doughtie, Mayor

ATTEST:__________________________

                Lisa B. Vincent, City Clerk

Motion was made by Councilman Liverman, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Ferebee and unanimously carried to adopt the foregoing resolution.
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Approval of Council Minutes
Motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Ferebee, seconded by Councilman Lawson and unanimously carried to approve Council Minutes dated July 1, 2011 (Work Session); July 7, 2011 (Special Meeting) and July 12, 2011 (Regular Meeting).
City Council Appointments:  (1) Appointments to Beautification Committee and (2) Appointments to Senior Center Advisory Committee
A ballot vote was taken and City Clerk Vincent announced that Ms. Ruthie Gregory and Ms. Lee Cranford received the majority vote for reappointment to the Beautification Committee, and Ms. Victoria Chetty received the unanimous vote for new appointment to the Beautification Committee.  Ms. Vincent also announced that Ms. Gladys Wells and Ms. Lou Williams received the unanimous vote for reappointment to the Senior Center Advisory Committee.
Motion was made by Councilman Liverman, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Ferebee and unanimously carried to reappoint Ms. Ruthie Gregory and Ms. Lee Cranford, and to appoint Ms. Victoria Chetty to the Beautification Committee for terms expiring August 9, 2014, and to reappoint Ms. Gladys Wells and Ms. Lou Williams to the Senior Center Advisory Committee for terms expiring August 2, 2014.
Consideration of Roanoke Rapids Pedestrian Plan
Interim City Manager Wyatt stated we had a presentation and discussion at the work session last Tuesday regarding the Roanoke Rapids Pedestrian Plan.  He stated the folks on the Steering Committee worked long and hard on developing this plan.  He stated he would respectfully ask that Council adopt the Roanoke Rapids Pedestrian Plan as presented.
Mayor Doughtie stated last week Mr. Bradshaw emphasized that this is a 20 to 30 year plan that is very beneficial to have when applying for grant funds for pedestrian-related improvements.  He stated Mr. Bradshaw also emphasized that this plan was put together at no expense to the City.

Motion was made by Councilman Lawson, seconded by Councilman Liverman and unanimously carried to adopt the following resolution:

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE ROANOKE RAPIDS PEDESTRIAN PLAN

WHEREAS, the Roanoke Rapids Pedestrian Plan was prepared through the assistance of the Peanut Belt Rural Planning Organization, Upper Coastal Plain Council of Governments and NCDOT, and its preparation has been guided by the Roanoke Rapids Pedestrian Plan Steering Committee composed primarily of City of Roanoke Rapids Department Heads and support personnel as well as representatives from the Roanoke Rapids School Board, NCDOT, and the Peanut Belt Rural Planning Organization; and
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WHEREAS, the Roanoke Rapids Pedestrian Plan Steering Committee, meeting bi-monthly, worked diligently and consistently since September 2010 in assisting the Upper Coastal Plain Council of Governments’ planning staff in preparing the Roanoke Rapids Pedestrian Plan; and


WHEREAS, the Roanoke Rapids Pedestrian Plan Steering Committee approved the Roanoke Rapids Pedestrian Plan at their June 29, 2011 meeting and recommended that the plan be submitted to the Roanoke Rapids City Council for their consideration of approval; and


WHEREAS, the Roanoke Rapids Area Planning Board reviewed the Roanoke Rapids Pedestrian Plan at their July 21, 2011 meeting and by unanimous consensus recommended that the plan be submitted to the Roanoke Rapids City Council for their approval; and


WHEREAS, the Roanoke Rapids City Council reviewed the Roanoke Rapids Pedestrian Plan at their work session on August 2, 2011; and


WHEREAS, the Roanoke Rapids Pedestrian Plan, once approved by the City Council for the City of Roanoke Rapids, will be included in the Roanoke Rapids Thoroughfare Plan being completed by the NC Department of Transportation;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Roanoke Rapids that:



A.
The Roanoke Rapids Pedestrian Plan is hereby approved as a long-


term guide and planning tool for potential pedestrian




improvements; and



B.
The Roanoke Rapids Pedestrian Plan be utilized as appropriate by 


the Public Works Department, 
Recreation Department, Police 



Department, Planning Department and other appropriate 



organizations or interests, including the Roanoke Rapids Area 



Planning Board, Roanoke Rapids School Board, 
NCDOT, and 



development interests, as a long-term guide and planning tool in 


developing plans for pedestrian improvements for inclusion as 



appropriate in the Roanoke Rapids Capital Improvement 



Program, consideration by NCDOT, incorporation into new 



developments, and/or as appropriate, consideration of approval by 


the City Council of the City of Roanoke Rapids.

DULY ADOPTED this the 9th day of August, 2011.
























____________________________________









  Emery G. Doughtie, Mayor

ATTEST:

__________________________________

          Lisa B. Vincent, City Clerk

Consideration of Request to Rescind Demolition Order for 1802 Powell Street
Interim City Manager Wyatt stated this is an opportunity to actually save a house.  He stated Mr. Derrick Bennett is planning to purchase the property at 1802 Powell Street, and would like a reasonable period of time to rehab the dwelling.  He stated if Council approves the request, he would suggest that it be contingent upon significant progress 
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being made in the next 90 days.  Mr. Wyatt stated if that is not the case, we would bring this matter back to Council.  He stated he would also suggest that the approval be contingent upon complete renovation of the dwelling within one year.  He stated we need to put some timelines on this.  He stated he has been told that Mr. Bennett will follow through.
Mayor Pro Tem Ferebee asked if the process of purchasing the property is included in the 90-day time limit.

Mr. Wyatt stated he would suggest that the property be closed on and that the 90-day time period begin September 1.  He stated this would allow the sale to be consummated.
Mayor Pro Tem Ferebee stated we need to look at being consistent with how these requests have been handled in the past.  He stated he is not against the request but would like to know how this has been handled in the past.

City Attorney Chichester stated he feels the Council has a very good track record in working with a developer or new owner that wants to make a dwelling a tax generating property and improve the appearance of the surrounding neighborhood.  He stated he knows of several different cases where this has been done.  Mr. Chichester stated he is completely on board with Mr. Wyatt’s recommendation and timeline.  He stated he knows Mr. Bennett and he is a man of his word.  
Councilman Lawson asked if the 12-month time period will start September 1.

Mr. Chichester stated yes.

Motion was made by Councilman Lawson, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Ferebee and unanimously carried to rescind the demolition order for 1802 Powell Street adopted August 10, 2010 subject to the following conditions: (1) the purchase of the property by Mr. Derrick Bennett be consummated; (2) significant progress is made on the dwelling within 90 days from September 1, 2011 and (3) the complete rehab of the dwelling to bring it up to Minimum Housing Code by September 1, 2012.
Consideration of Adoption of Budget Amendment for Municipal Swimming Pool Fund
Interim City Manager Wyatt stated this is a fairly routine item.  He stated for a budget the size of the City’s budget, it is not uncommon for something to be inadvertently omitted.  He stated the appropriation for the Municipal Swimming Pool Fund, which is an in and 
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out account, needs to be included in the budget.  Mr. Wyatt stated a budget amendment has been prepared for Council’s consideration.
Motion was made by Councilman Liverman, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Ferebee and unanimously carried to adopt the following ordinance:
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ROANOKE RAPIDS:

SECTION 1.  The following additional amounts are hereby appropriated for the operation of City Government and its activities for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2011 and ending June 30, 2012 according to the following schedule:

SCHEDULE A – MUNICIPAL SWIMMING POOL FUND


Concessions      







$  1,750.00


Summer Concert Series






$  6,850.00


Miscellaneous







$  3,850.00


Sponsorships







$  7,800.00


Incentives Grant Programs





$  5,400.00


Special Programs






$  8,500.00


Kings Dominion Tickets






$  2,000.00

MUNICIPAL SWIMMING POOL FUND TOTAL



$36,150.00

SECTION 2.  The following additional revenues and reductions in appropriations are available for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2011 and ending June 30, 2012 in order to meet the foregoing appropriations, according to the following schedule:
SCHEDULE B – MUNICIPAL SWIMMING POOL FUND


Interest Earnings     






$     800.00


Concessions Revenue






$  5,700.00


Miscellaneous Revenue






$  2,000.00


Special Programs






$11,000.00


Summer Concert Series or Other Self-Supporting Special Events

$  6,850.00


Kings Dominion Tickets






$  2,000.00


Youth Team Sponsorships





$  7,800.00

MUNICIPAL SWIMMING POOL FUND TOTAL



$36,150.00

SECTION 3.  This ordinance shall become effective upon adoption.
Request to Rename Taft Street

Mayor Doughtie stated we have received a request from Ms. Patricia Clark to rename Taft Street in conjunction with the work being done on the CDBG project for that area.  He stated Ms. Carter has requested that the street be renamed Milton Street.
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Mayor Pro Tem Ferebee asked if all parties on Taft Street were informed of this request.  He stated a lot of issues with E911 will have to be considered.  He suggested Council either deny the request or table the matter for further consideration.
Interim City Manager Wyatt stated we can get comments from E911 and if Council still desires to consider the request, we can write a letter to the residents on Taft Street in order to get their input.  He stated, from past experience, he would strongly suggest that we give the residents an opportunity to be heard.
Motion was made by Councilman Lawson, seconded by Councilwoman Scarbrough and unanimously carried to table this matter for further consideration.
City Manager’s Report 

Interim City Manager Wyatt stated, as mentioned at the work session, the City completed filling out the Powell Bill report certifying the mileage of streets within the City limits.  He stated this is done in order to receive funds from the gas tax.  Mr. Wyatt reported that we have 92 miles of streets.
Mr. Wyatt reported that staff met with representatives of the Council of Governments concerning grant opportunities for brownfields.  He stated 11 or 12 sites have been identified.

Mr. Wyatt stated staff’s number one priority is the Roanoke Rapids Theatre.  He stated the Parks & Recreation Department will have a staff person at the Theatre from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  He stated we are currently working through the logistics, and communicating with all of the individuals that have existing contracts with Taymac Productions.  Mr. Wyatt stated the City has a very comprehensive policy that sets out how the Theatre will be rented.  He stated if those become unduly cumbersome, they will be brought back to Council for review.  He requested the Council’s indulgence while they are working through this monumental task.  Mr. Wyatt also reported that a meeting has been set up with the Halifax County Convention & Visitors Bureau to address a whole host of items regarding their role in the Theatre.  He stated we also plan to talk with the County’s Economic Development staff about how they can serve as a catalyst for development of all the parcels associated with the Music & Entertainment District.  Mr. Wyatt asked that those with questions or suggestions to please contact John.  He stated their goal is to bring about viability and usability of the facility and hopefully bring some outstanding entertainment here that will be beneficial to the residents and the region.
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Mayor Doughtie stated on behalf of the City Council, he appreciates his guidance and wisdom, and his willingness to step up to this challenge.

Other Business
Mayor Doughtie stated it looks like we will not have to wait until the middle of November to find out whether or not we will have a Christmas Parade.  He stated the same group that sponsored the Parade last year has agreed to do it again this year.  Mayor Doughtie stated the Christmas Parade will be held on Sunday, December 4.  
Mayor Doughtie reported on another event being planned for December.  He stated the Halifax County Arts Council is working very diligently to get the North Carolina Symphony to our area again this year.  He stated they are looking at holding this event at the Theatre.
There being no further business, motion was made by Councilman Lawson, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Ferebee and unanimously carried to adjourn.
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