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Roanoke Rapids, N. C.

November 9, 2010


The regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Roanoke Rapids was held on the above date at 7:00 p.m. at the Lloyd Andrews City Meeting Hall.





Emery G. Doughtie, Mayor




Carl Ferebee, Mayor Pro Tem




Ernest C. Bobbitt)




Edward Liverman)








Suetta S. Scarbrough) 






Paul Sabiston, City Manager




Lisa B. Vincent, MMC, City Clerk




Gilbert Chichester, City Attorney
· 

Greg Lawson, Council Member

Mayor Doughtie called the meeting to order and Councilman Liverman opened the meeting with prayer.
Adoption of Business Agenda

Mayor Doughtie called Council’s attention to the Conflict of Interest statement in the agenda packet.  

With no one indicating a conflict of interest with any of the items on the agenda, Mayor Doughtie called for a motion to adopt the business agenda.

Motion was made by Councilman Liverman, seconded by Councilman Bobbitt and unanimously carried to adopt the business agenda for November 9, 2010.
Special Recognitions:  Resolution of Endorsement for 2011 RRHS Project Graduation
Mayor Doughtie called on Mr. Steve Burnette, representative for the 2011 RRHS Project Graduation parents, to come forward.  Mayor Doughtie read the following resolution which he presented to Mr. Burnette:
Resolution of Endorsement
for

Roanoke Rapids High School

Project Graduation

Class of 2011


Whereas, on June 10, 2011, the proud parents of the 2011 graduating class of Roanoke Rapids High School will sponsor its 21st Annual Project Graduation Celebration; and 


Whereas, Project Graduation is an all-night, drug and alcohol free party for the Roanoke Rapids High School Seniors on graduation night; and 


Whereas, Project Graduation is a totally self-supporting program that receives no funding from the school budget; and


Whereas, it is only through the generosity of parents, townspeople, and the Roanoke Valley business and religious community that this annual event has been held for the past 20 years; and


Whereas, the goal of this year’s Senior parents is to continue the long-standing and successful tradition of Project Graduation in order to provide a fun and safe evening for the graduating class of 2011; 


Now, therefore, be it resolved that the Roanoke Rapids City Council endorses this worthwhile project to provide a fun and safe evening for the graduating seniors, and encourages the community to support Project Graduation for the Class of 2011.


Adopted this 9th day of November, 2010.








_______________________________________









  Emery G.  Doughtie, Mayor
ATTEST:
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_______________________________________

        Lisa B. Vincent, City Clerk

Mr. Burnette stated they have a great group of parents working on Project Graduation.  He stated they have 205 seniors this year and they need financial support from the community.  Mr. Burnette stated their goal is to raise $30,000.
Motion was made by Councilman Ferebee, seconded by Councilwoman Scarbrough and unanimously carried to adopt the foregoing resolution.

Special Recognitions:  Recognition of Webelos
The following Webelos, in attendance to earn their citizenship pin, were recognized and shook hands with Mayor Doughtie:

Pack 236



Pack 236



Pack 411

Den 6



Den 8



Den 3

Braxton Coggins


Eric Baird



C. J. Rogers

Carter Odom


Matt Blythe


Payton Clapton

Ben Spence


Adam Handsome


Derrin Mallory

Austin Johnson


Michael Glasgow


Jac Carlisle

Wyatt Cain


Marcus Horvath


Cameron Maitland

Aaron Purser


Jesse Rose


Kenny Odom





Ethan Rountree


Hunter Bailey





Jack Vandam






Matthew Williams

Mayor Doughtie thanked the Webelos for coming and for all they do in the community.

Special Recognitions:  Fire Department Promotion Ceremony
Fire Chief Corbet stated it is always an honor and pleasure to come before the Council to recognize our employees.  He called on Jamie Shelburne to come forward.  He indicated that Jamie came to work for the City in December of 2006 and has received his Firefighter I and II certifications.  He stated Jamie has also begun his NC Driver/Operator training.  Chief Corbet stated Jamie is being promoted to Fire Engineer and he called on Jamie’s mother to come forward for the pinning ceremony.
Mayor Doughtie stated it is always great to recognize our employees.  He stated he appreciates all of them going the extra mile to provide extraordinary service.
Public Comment (Unscheduled):  Charles Williams
Mr. Charles Williams, Main Street Director, stated he would like to comment on the sidewalk issue that is on the agenda for later tonight.  He stated he is glad this has gotten to a vote.  Mr. Williams stated it will be great for the businesses and will create a vibrant atmosphere on the Avenue.  He stated he would like to comment about the proposed fee.  He stated success of revitalization of the main street usually comes from restaurants populating the area with professional service businesses and retail following.  Mr. Williams stated restaurants are required to pay a number of fees and taxes for such things are ABC permits, privilege licenses, building permits, and to add another fee in many ways seems arbitrary.  He asked what the $150.00 would get the restaurant owners.  He stated he realizes the fee was reduced from the $500.00 initially proposed but asked if this is being charged just because the City feels there needs to be a fee.  Mr. Williams compared consultant fees to the fee being charged.  He stated he would like for the City to consider waiving the $150.00 fee or making it a one-time fee instead of an annual fee.  He stated that could be an incentive to the restaurants.
Public Comment (Unscheduled):  Allen Purser
Mr. Allen Purser, Chamber President, thanked the Council members for the hard work they do.  He stated they go through a lot and do not get a lot of praise.  Mr. Purser stated he would like to echo what Charles has said.  He stated we need to look at this cost and whether or not it is business-friendly.  Mr. Purser stated when businesses make a choice where to locate it often depends on the cost of doing business.  He stated when we add fees like this it causes businesses to rethink coming here and makes them think of going somewhere else.  He stated in these bad economic times, we need to help recruit businesses.
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Approval of Council Minutes
Motion was made by Councilwoman Scarbrough, seconded by Councilman Ferebee and unanimously carried to approve Council Minutes dated October 5, 2010 (Special Meeting); October 5, 2010 (Work Session); October 12, 2010 (Regular Meeting) and October 14, 2010 (Recessed October 12, 2010 Meeting).
City Council Appointments:  Consideration of Appointment to the Beautification Committee
A ballot vote was taken and the Clerk announced that Lee Cranford received the unanimous vote for appointment to the Beautification Committee.

Motion was made by Councilman Bobbitt, seconded by Councilman Ferebee and unanimously carried to appoint Lee Cranford to the Beautification Committee for a term to expire August 9, 2011.
Public Hearing:  Special Use Permit Request for 311 US Highway 158
Planning & Development Director Jarratt announced that anyone wishing to speak during this public hearing should sign up with the Clerk.  She indicated that this is a quasi-judicial hearing and testimony must be sworn.

The following individuals were sworn in by City Clerk Vincent:  Planning & Development Director Jarratt and Ms. Doris High.
Planning & Development Director Jarratt reviewed the following staff report with Council:
October 25, 2010

To:

Mayor & City Council Members

From:

Amanda C. Jarratt, Planning & Development Director

Reference:
311 US Highway 158—Request to Operate an In Home Child Day Care at a Permanent Residence
Doris High (owner/applicant) has requested a Special Use Permit to operate a child day care facility at her permanent residence located at 311 US Highway 158 (Parcel Number 0905672).  This property is zoned R-6 single-family residential.  Ms. High intends to use this property as her primary residence and in addition, operate a child day care center.  The City of Roanoke Rapids Land Use Ordinance defines a day care center as any arrangement that provides day care on a regular basis for more than four hours per day for more than five persons.  A Special Use Permit is required to operate a day care center in the R-6 district.  Because Ms. High will be utilizing this dwelling as her permanent residence and a day care center, this is known as a combination use.
Ms. High currently operates an in home child day care facility in her permanent residence at 2215 S. Hamilton Street.  She is currently licensed to keep eight children per shift for first, second, and third shift.  She may have a maximum of five (5) preschool children at any time and no more than two (2) infants less than one (1) year of age.  She is requesting the ability to operate all three shifts as necessary so she can respond to the needs of families that work shifts and have no other provision for child care.  Other child care facilities within Roanoke Rapids close at 12:00 a.m.

Ms. High has no additional employees.  The residence located at 311 US Highway 158 consists of three bedrooms, living room, one and a half bathrooms, a kitchen and a child care room.  The childcare room, kitchen, and half bathroom will be used for the child day care facility.
The Council is now required to hold a public hearing followed by a final decision concerning this matter.

The Planning and Development staff has made the following findings concerning this request:

1.
The requested permit is within its jurisdiction according to the table of permissible uses; or


The requested permit is within its jurisdiction.
2.
The application is complete; or


The application is complete.
3.
If completed as proposed in the application, the development will comply with all requirements of the Land Use 
Ordinance; or

The development will comply with all of the requirements of the Land Use Ordinance if completed as proposed in the 
application.  
The following seven items were also considered when evaluating item #4 (a), (b), (c) and (d) that follows:
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1:
ingress and egress to the lot and proposed structures, especially by pedestrians and automobiles, is safe and convenient 
in terms of access and traffic flow; and


This is probably true; the site has direct access to US Highway 158 with an existing driveway.
2:
off-street parking and loading affects adjacent property (in terms of traffic generation, economic impact, noise, glare and 
odor) similar to uses permitted in that zoning district; and


This is probably true; the property has an existing driveway, carport and additional yard area for parking as necessary.
3:
refuse disposal affects adjacent property similar to uses permitted in that zoning district; and


This is probably true; the location and quantity of required refuse receptacles shall be determined by the Public Works 
Director in accordance with established policies.
4:
utilities are available; and


This is probably true; all utilities are currently available for the site.
5:
the type, dimensions and character of screening and buffering satisfactorily screens adjacent property; and


This is probably true; the parcel of land is zoned R-6 residential and based on its construction, blends in with adjoining 
properties.  An Opaque Type A buffer is required to be constructed.
6:
signs and lighting affect adjacent property similar to uses permitted in that zoning district; and


This is probably true; all signage will require a sign permit.  All signage will have to comply with the requirements 
of the City of Roanoke Rapids Land Use Ordinance as it relates to signage in a residential district.  The placement 
of any additional lighting will be reviewed to ensure no detrimental effect to adjoining property owners.

7:
required yards, open space and existing trees and other attractive and natural features of the land are preserved.

This is probably true; the site is currently fully developed.

Given the preceding, the staff has made the following findings concerning this request:

4.
If completed as proposed, the development, more probably than not:

(a)
Will not materially endanger the public health or safety; or



The staff has determined this is probably true; the proposed use will have direct access to US Highway 158 from 

the existing driveway.  An assessment of the previously referenced seven items used to evaluate 4 (a), (b), (c) & 

(d) indicates no specific endangerment to the public health or safety that is not adequately addressed. 

(b)
Will not substantially injure the value of the adjoining or abutting property; or



The staff has determined this is probably true; the property will be used primarily as a single-family dwelling, and 

will from the exterior maintain the appearance of a single-family dwelling.

(c)
Will be in harmony with the area in which it is to be located; or



The staff has determined this is probably true; its use as proposed will be in harmony with the existing 


surrounding residential uses in the area based on the previously referenced seven items used to evaluate items 

4 (a), (b), (c) & (d).


(d)
Will be in general conformity with the Comprehensive Development Plan, Thoroughfare Plan, or other plan 


officially adopted by the City Council.



The staff has determined this is probably true.  The Comprehensive Development Plan states the following 


policies should be considered:



Residential Land Use


9.3
Land uses considered harmful to the health, safety and welfare of area residents shall be prohibited 



from infringing upon the livability of residential areas.



9.4
Proposed residential development which would expose residents to harmful effects of incompatible 



development or environmental hazards shall be prohibited.



Economic Development


2.3
The benefits of continued economic development shall be balanced against the possible detrimental 



effects such development may have on the quality of life enjoyed by area residents.
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The applicant has addressed the requisite questions which must be answered by the City Council in the application.  It is your obligation to insure each has been adequately addressed after hearing all parties prior to rendering your final decision.
Staff Recommendation:  After a complete review of the information submitted to date by the applicant, it is the staff’s opinion that the request satisfactorily meets the requirements of Section 151 – 54 of the Land Use Ordinance.

The staff recommends; however, if the permit is approved, it is subject to the following stipulations:

1.
The child day care facility shall be developed in accordance with the site layout plan prepared by Jacqueline Bennett dated 
October 21, 2010 as kept in the Planning and Development Office for greater reference.
2.
Additional detailed construction drawings and building plans shall be provided to the Planning and Development staff, 
when requested, to determine compliance with any one or more of the provisions of the Land Use Ordinance, Building 
Code, Fire Code, City Code or other applicable required code or ordinance.

3.
The facility shall obtain and keep current all licenses and requirements of the North Carolina Division of Child 
Development.

4.
The facility shall operate only during the hours of 6:00 a.m. to 12:00 a.m.
5.
The facility shall have an Opaque Type “A” buffer to screen the residence from adjoining properties.
The Council has several options regarding this Special Use Permit application:  (1) approval of the request as submitted; (2) denial of the request or (3) approval of the request, subject to certain states conditions.

If this request is denied, the petitioner may not resubmit the request for a period of one (1) year, unless he can produce significant credible new information concerning the issue, after which he may be re-heard by the Council if they deem the new information significant in nature.

Ms. Jarratt pointed out that she received additional information (the following email) from Ms. High on Friday afternoon after the Council’s agenda packet had been delivered:

Ms. Amanda Jarratt:

Renada Purnell is a single mother of 4 and works at Guardian Care Nursing Home 3rd shift.  I keep her children 3 nights a week and have been for the last four years.  That’s why I applied for the special use permit so I could continue to help her.  I don’t have a lot of traffic coming in and out of my home.  I have 3 children under 5 and 1 before and after school.  I would be more than happy if I can keep my license as they are.
Thank you,

Doris F. High

Councilman Ferebee asked Ms. Jarratt if she has heard from any of the surrounding property owners regarding this request.

Ms. Jarratt stated no one has called about this request, and the public hearing notice was advertised in the local newspaper and letters were sent to all property owners within 100 feet of the property.

Mayor Doughtie asked how many letters went out.

Ms. Jarratt stated at least 10.

A public hearing having been advertised and proper notices having been given according to law, Mayor Doughtie opened the public hearing for comments.
Ms. Doris High of 2215 S. Hamilton Street, Roanoke Rapids, NC stated she has kept children for over 18 years.  She stated when she purchased the home on US 158, she found out that she had to get a Special Use Permit to keep children during third shift.  Ms. High stated there will not be a lot of traffic.  She stated she has only three during first shift, one before and after school and three during third shift.  She stated she wants to be able to keep her license as it is.

Mayor Doughtie asked Ms. High how many children the license allows her to keep.

Ms. High stated 8.  She stated she has been licensed for 18 years.
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Ms. Jarratt pointed out that Ms. High is licensed at her current residence but since she is moving, the first order of business is to obtain a Special Use Permit to keep her license as it is now.
There being no one else to speak, Mayor Doughtie declared the public hearing closed.
Councilwoman Scarbrough asked how stipulation #4 would factor into this if we are going to allow the children to spend the night.

Ms. Jarratt explained that City Council could change that stipulation in the final motion.

Motion was made by Councilman Ferebee, seconded by Councilman Liverman and unanimously carried that items 1 – 3 of Section I are true based on the foregoing staff report dated October 25, 2010 and Section 151-54 of the Land Use Ordinance:  (1) the requested permit is within its jurisdiction according to the table of permitted uses; (2) the application is complete and (3) if completed as proposed in the application, the development will comply with all requirements of the Land Use Ordinance.
Motion was made by Councilman Liverman, seconded by Councilman Bobbitt and unanimously carried that the following items 1 – 7 of Section II are true based on the foregoing staff report dated October 25, 2010:  (1) ingress and egress to the property is safe and convenient in terms of access and traffic flow; (2) off-street parking and loading affects adjacent property similar to uses permitted in that zoning district; (3) refuse disposal affects adjacent property similar to uses permitted in that zoning district; (4) utilities are available; (5) the type, dimensions and character of screening and buffering satisfactorily screens adjacent property; (6) signs and lighting affect adjacent property similar to uses permitted in that zoning district; (7) required yards, open space, and existing trees and other attractive and natural features of the land are preserved.
Motion was made by Councilman Ferebee, seconded by Councilman Bobbitt and unanimously carried that it is true based on the foregoing staff report dated October 25, 2010 and items 1 – 7 included in that report, and Section 151-54 of the Land Use Ordinance, that if completed as proposed, the development, more probably than not will not materially endanger the public health or safety.

Motion was made by Councilman Ferebee, seconded by Councilman Liverman and unanimously carried that it is true based on the foregoing staff report dated October 25, 2010 and items 1 – 7 included in that report, and Section 151-54 of the Land Use Ordinance, that if completed as proposed, the development, more probably than not will not substantially injure the value of the adjoining or abutting property.
Motion was made by Councilman Ferebee, seconded by Councilman Bobbitt and unanimously carried that it is true based on the foregoing staff report dated October 25, 2010 and items 1 – 7 included in that report, and Section 151-54 of the Land Use Ordinance, that if completed as proposed, the development, more probably than not will be in harmony with the area in which it is to be located.

Motion was made by Councilman Ferebee, seconded by Councilman Liverman and unanimously carried that it is true based on the foregoing staff report dated October 25, 2010 and items 1 – 7 included in that report, and Section 151-54 of the Land Use Ordinance, that if completed as proposed, the development, more probably than not will be in general conformity with the Comprehensive Development Plan, Thoroughfare Plan, or any other plan officially adopted by the City Council.
Motion was made by Councilman Ferebee, seconded by Councilman Liverman and unanimously carried to grant a Special Use Permit to Ms. Doris High to operate an in home child day care at her permanent residence at 311 US Highway 158 subject to the following stipulations which include amending stipulation #4 to coordinate with Ms. High’s current license to operate 24 hours per day:
1.
The child day care facility shall be developed in accordance with the site layout plan prepared by 
Doris High dated October 21, 2010 as kept in the Planning and Development Office for greater 
reference.

2.
Additional detailed construction drawings and building plans shall be provided to the Planning and 
Development staff, when requested, to determine compliance with any one or more of the 
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provisions of the Land Use Ordinance, Building Code, Fire Code, City Code or other applicable 
required code or ordinance.

3.
The facility shall obtain and keep current all licenses and requirements of the North Carolina 
Division of Child Development.

4.
The facility shall operate in accordance with the provisions of the license issued from the 
Department of Health and Human Services, Division of Child Development.  Ms. High shall have 
no more than eight (8) children per shift for first, second and third shifts.  Ms. High shall have a 
maximum of five (5) preschool children at any time and no more than two (2) infants less than one 
year of age.
5.
The facility shall have an Opaque Type “A” buffer to screen the residence from adjoining 
properties.
Presentation of Fiscal Year 2009 – 2010 Audit Report
Mr. Greg Redman, CPA, highlighted the Fiscal Year 2009 – 2010 Audit Report indicating that it is a good clean audit.  He also indicated that this audit renders an unqualified opinion with no exceptions or findings.  He reported on an increase in undesignated fund balance and an excellent tax collection rate.
Mayor Doughtie stated, on behalf of the City Council, he would like to commend Ms. Hite, her department and all our employees for a job well done.  He stated this sends a message to the community that we are spending taxpayer money wisely.

Motion was made by Councilman Ferebee, seconded by Councilman Bobbitt and unanimously carried to accept the Fiscal Year 2009 – 2010 Audit Report.
Consideration of Resolution Adopting an Addendum to the City’s Cash Management Plan (Fund Balance Policy)
City Manager Sabiston stated we discussed this item at the work session last week.  He stated the purpose of the Fund Balance Policy is to set a minimum for our Fund Balance.  He stated we really do not have a formal policy in writing.  Mr. Sabiston stated as directed by City Council, the Policy has been amended to reflect a 25% minimum.  He read the following Fund Balance Policy proposed to be added to the City’s Cash Management Plan:
General Fund

(Fund Balance Policy)

The City of Roanoke Rapids will maintain an undesignated fund balance to be used for unanticipated emergencies of 25% of the general operating budget.  These funds will be used in the case of unanticipated emergencies and to assist in maintaining an investment-grade bond rating.

Any amounts remaining in the fiscal year-end undesignated fund balance in excess of the 25% can be designated for subsequent year’s expenditures.  This excess amount will be available for appropriation by the City Council to fund expenditures as determined during the budget process.

City Manager Sabiston stated he feels we can probably increase the percentage each year.  He stated he appreciates the City Council’s input last week.

Motion was made by Councilman Liverman, seconded by Councilman Ferebee and unanimously carried to adopt the following resolution:
RESOLUTION ADOPTING AN ADDENDUM TO
THE CASH MANAGEMENT PLAN OF THE CITY OF ROANOKE RAPIDS


WHEREAS, on April 27, 1999, the Roanoke Rapids City Council adopted a resolution establishing a Cash Management Plan (Resolution No. 1999.09); and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council of the City of Roanoke Rapids recognizes the importance of adopting a General Fund Balance Policy to ensure against unanticipated events that would adversely affect the financial condition of the City; and
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WHEREAS, the Local Government Commission recommends that municipalities maintain a minimum of two months operating expenses in undesignated General Fund Balance, and the City of Roanoke Rapids will maintain at least twenty-five percent (25.0%) of the next year’s budget in the undesignated fund balance of the General Fund; and

WHEREAS, it is the desire of the current Mayor and City Council members that excess funds are not restricted for a specific purpose and are available for general appropriation; any amounts remaining in the fiscal year-end undesignated fund balance in excess of twenty-five percent (25.0%) of the approved subsequent year’s budget will be available for appropriation by the City to cover such items as revenue shortfalls and unanticipated expenditures; and


WHEREAS, City Council may use the unreserved fund balance in the absence or delay of federal and/or state assistance during emergency situations, such as those that may arise as a result of a natural disaster, such as hurricanes and floods;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Roanoke Rapids City Council that the following policy regarding the General Fund undesignated fund balance be added to the City’s Cash Management Plan adopted by Resolution No. 1999.09 on April 27, 1999:

General Fund

(Fund Balance Policy)

The City of Roanoke Rapids will maintain an undesignated fund balance to be used for unanticipated emergencies of 25% of the general operating budget.  These funds will be used in the case of unanticipated emergencies and to assist in maintaining an investment-grade bond rating.

Any amounts remaining in the fiscal year-end undesignated fund balance in excess of the 25% can be designated for subsequent year’s expenditures.  This excess amount will be available for appropriation by the City Council to fund expenditures as determined during the budget process.

ADOPTED this 9th day of November, 2010.









Emery G. Doughtie, Mayor

ATTEST:

        Lisa B. Vincent, City Clerk
Bid Award for Housing Rehabilitation and New Construction (Vine Street CDBG Project)
Planning & Development Director Jarratt stated this item was discussed briefly at the work session last week.  She stated as a part of the Vine Street Community Development Block Grant (CDBG), 156 Vine Street is slated for a substantial housing rehabilitation and 106 Taft Street is slated to be demolished and a new three bedroom dwelling will be constructed on the footprint of the existing structure.  She stated both of these dwellings are owner occupied, and the residents will be temporarily relocated during the construction period in accordance with CDBG requirements.  Ms. Jarratt reported that a pre-bid meeting was held on Tuesday, October 26, 2010 at the Roanoke Rapids Housing Authority with ten (10) contractors in attendance and bids were opened this morning.  She stated they received bids from four companies and it appears that the lowest responsible bidder for 106 Taft Street is East Coast Construction of Rocky Mount and the lowest responsible bidder for 156 Vine Street is Bennett Construction of Roanoke Rapids.  She stated this is pending review of insurance required by each contractor.  Ms. Jarratt asked that the City Manager be authorized to execute contracts with the lowest responsible bidders.
Motion was made by Councilman Ferebee, seconded by Councilman Liverman and unanimously carried to authorize the City Manager to execute contracts with the lowest responsible bidders for the housing rehabilitation at 156 Vine Street (Bennett Construction, Roanoke Rapids, NC in the amount of $55,720) and new construction at 106 Taft Street (East Coast Construction, Rocky Mount, NC in the amount of $66,432), subject to final review. 
Proposed Amendments to the Roanoke Rapids Code of Ordinances Regarding Sidewalk Cafes
Planning & Development Director Jarratt stated the subject of sidewalk cafes has been discussed by this Council for several months, and has been discussed off and on by the City staff and previous Councils for several years.  She highlighted the proposed amendments to Sections 98.03 and 131.01.  She also addressed comments made earlier about the proposed fee.  She stated initially the proposed fee was $500.00 but City Council decided at the work session to lower the fee to $150.00.  Ms. Jarratt stated there is staff time in every application they process, as well as staff time from her department and the Police Department to monitor this type of use.  She stated it is important that there be monitoring especially for those sidewalk cafes serving alcohol.  
15752
Councilwoman Scarbrough asked Ms. Jarratt how many fees restaurants pay to the City.

Ms. Jarratt stated she is probably not aware of all of the fees but every business must pay a privilege license fee.  She stated a building permit fee is only required for renovations or expansion.  She stated there are ABC permits for those selling alcoholic beverages.
City Manager Sabiston pointed out that the restaurants that do not have sidewalks for cafes also pay fees.  He stated those restaurants would be subsidizing those with sidewalk cafes.  He stated he understands the argument but monitoring by the Police is important and no one works for free.  

Mayor Doughtie stated he is speaking as a business person and not as Mayor.  He stated we have some businesses that require a lot of monitoring by the Police Department but that is what the department is paid to do.  He stated that is their job.  He stated as a general rule, he does not believe there will be troublemakers on the Avenue.  Mayor Doughtie stated it is difficult for small businesses that do not have the luxuries of a large chain.  

Motion was made by Councilwoman Scarbrough to adopt the amendments to Sections 98.03 and 131.01 of the Roanoke Rapids Code of Ordinances as presented with the change to subsection (C)(4)(x) to require a one-time fee of $100.00.  

Councilwoman Scarbrough stated we can see how this works and revisit it later if necessary.  She stated we do want to be user-friendly and want the restaurants to know that we are behind them.

Councilman Bobbitt seconded the motion which carried unanimously to adopt the amendments to Sections 98.03 and 131.01 of the Roanoke Rapids Code of Ordinance to read as follows:

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 98.03 “USE BY MERCHANTS REGULATED” AND SECTION 131.01 “POSSESSION AND CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES IN PUBLIC” OF THE CITY OF ROANOKE RAPIDS CODE OF ORDINANCES.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ROANOKE RAPIDS, NORTH CAROLINA, that:

SECTION 1.  Section 98.03 be amended by adding a new subsection (C) “Sidewalk Cafes” to read as follows:
§ 98.03

USE BY MERCHANTS REGULATED.


(A)  Within the B-1 District as defined by the City of Roanoke Rapids Land Use Ordinance, goods and merchandise for the purpose of sale or advertisement may be displayed on the city street or sidewalk seven (7) days a week, as follows:



(1)  Goods and merchandise for the purpose of sale or advertisement may be displayed except for upholstered furniture, mattresses, electronics, animals or livestock, and appliances.



(2)  All items may be displayed only during the business hours of operation.    



(3)  Items for display may extend no further than three (3) feet from the building onto the sidewalk; however, clearance of a minimum of four (4) feet must be maintained at all times.



(4)  A business may only display goods and merchandise along the street or sidewalk within one-half (1/2) of the length of their building frontage.


(B)  The occupant of any building abutting upon any sidewalk may temporarily use the same for such time only as may be necessary while engaged in loading, or unloading or otherwise carrying or transporting the same in or out of such building; provided further, that no person shall load, unload, place or maintain goods, wares, or merchandise in front of the business of the person, whenever there shall be an alley in the rear of the business and the alley can be used for the purpose of such loading and unloading. (’75 Code, § 20-3, Am. Ord., passed 10-05-10) Penalty, see § 10.99


(C)  Sidewalk Cafes



(1)  General.  Notwithstanding any other provisions of this code to the contrary, sidewalk cafes or sidewalk dining shall be permitted in the B-1 and B-4 business districts to include the Entertainment Overlay District (EOD) as indicated on the official zoning map of the city and shall be subject to such regulations as are set forth in this section.
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(2)  Definitions.  The following definitions shall apply with this section:



Pedestrian way means an improved walk or passageway, not adjacent to any city street, intended for use by pedestrians.



Restaurant means an establishment engaged in the business of regularly selling food, customarily, but not exclusively, to be eaten on the premises, including businesses that are commonly referred to as restaurants, cafeterias or cafes, where food is sold.



Restaurant operator means a person, firm, or corporation who owns or operates a restaurant and any associated sidewalk cafe.



Sidewalk means that portion of a public street between the curb line, or the lateral lines of a roadway if there is no curb, and the adjacent property line or street right-of-way line that is intended for the use of pedestrians.



Sidewalk café means that portion of the dining operation of a restaurant that extends into the sidewalk or pedestrian way pursuant to a permit authorized by this section.



(3)  Permit required.  No restaurant owner may operate a sidewalk café without first obtaining a permit from the City Manager in accordance with the requirements of this section.  As used in this section, the term City Manager includes his/her authorized representative.



(4)  Permit; application.



(a)  General.  Notwithstanding any other provisions of this Code to the contrary, sidewalk cafes shall be permitted at such locations and subject to such regulations as are set forth in this section.




(b)  Application.  Any restaurant owner desiring to operate a sidewalk café shall prepare and file an application with the City Manager which shall contain the following information:





(i)  The name, address, and telephone number of the restaurant desiring to operate a sidewalk café.





(ii)  The name, address, and telephone number of the restaurant owner and operator.





(iii)  The type of food, beverage, or food product to be sold and served at the sidewalk café.





(iv)  The hours of operation of the restaurant and the proposed hours of operation of the sidewalk café.





(v)  A drawing or site plan showing the section of sidewalk or pedestrian way to be used for the sidewalk café, and the section to be kept clear for pedestrian and fire lane use, and depicting the proposed placement of tables, chairs, barricades, umbrellas, trash receptacles, and other furnishings on the sidewalk or pedestrian way.





(vi)  Indemnity; insurance.  In consideration for the granting of the permit, the restaurant operator agrees to indemnify and hold harmless the city, its officers, agents, and employees against loss or expense including attorneys fees, by reason of the liability imposed by law upon the city, for damage because of bodily injury, including death, at the time resulting therefrom, sustained by any person or persons, or on account of damage to property arising out of or in consequence of the granting of a permit pursuant to this article.  The restaurant shall agree to such indemnity on the application for the permit.  The restaurant operator shall secure and maintain comprehensive general liability insurance protection including but not limited to coverage for all premises and non-premises operations, independent contractors, broad form property damage coverage, including explosion, collapse and underground property damage hazards, personal injury liability protection including coverage relating to employment of persons, contractual liability protection covering the indemnification of the city by restaurant operator.  The insurance shall provide bodily injury limits of not less than $1,000,000.00 for each occurrence and not less than $1,000,000.00 in the aggregate, and with property damage limits of not less than $500,000.00 for each occurrence and not less than $500,000.00 in the aggregate.  All insurance required under this agreement shall be written with a company licensed to do business in North Carolina.  Such insurance shall name the city as an additional insured and shall provide that the policy shall not terminate or be cancelled prior to the expiration date except upon 30 days advance written notice to the city.  Certificates of insurance or binders for all of the insurance coverages described herein shall be submitted with the application for the permit.  If only binders are submitted with the application, the restaurant operator shall submit to the city’s risk administrator, department of risk management, certificates of insurance for all of the insurance coverages described herein within 30 days after a permit is granted and, with respect to certified copies of any amendments, and/or renewals, promptly thereafter.
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(vii)  A copy of all the permits and licenses by the county, state, or the city, including health and ABC permits and business licenses, necessary for the operation of the restaurant business, or a copy of the application for the permit if no permit has been issued.  This requirement includes any permits or certificates issued by the city or other governmental authority, for exterior alterations or improvements to the restaurant.





(viii)  A sworn statement describing any violation by the restaurant owner and operator of any laws, regulations, or ordinances relating to the possession, sale consumption, or transportation of intoxicating beverages or controlled substances during the five years immediately preceding the date of the permit application.





(ix)  Such additional information as may be requested by the City Manager or his designee in order to determine compliance with this section.





(x)  A one-time fee in the amount of $100.00 to cover the cost of processing and investigating the application and issuing the permit.



(5)  Issuance of permit.  No permit for the operation of a sidewalk café may be issued unless the application is complete and the following requirements are met:




(a)  The sidewalk café must be associated with an operating restaurant such that it is under the same management and shares the same food preparation facilities, restroom facilities, and other customer convenience facilities as the restaurant.  The sidewalk café must be operated under the same name as the restaurant and may not be open or operated at any time when the restaurant is not open for business.




(b)  The operation of the sidewalk café must be clearly incidental to the associated restaurant business.  The seating capacity of the sidewalk café may not be more than 50 percent of the interior seating of the associated restaurant.




(c)  The placement of tables and chairs and other furnishings as shown in the drawing submitted with the site plan must be done in such a manner that at least five feet of unobstructed space remains on the sidewalk or pedestrian way for the passage of pedestrians.  No fire exits or lanes may be blocked and such must remain clear at all times.  The pedestrian passage may not be used for the display of merchandise or for portable signs.  




                                      (d)  The restaurant seeking to operate the sidewalk café must front on and open onto the sidewalk or pedestrian way proposed for the sidewalk café.  The placement of tables, chairs, and other furnishings may not extend beyond the sidewalk or pedestrian way frontage of the associated restaurant, with the following exception:  tables, chairs, and other furnishings may extend up to eight feet onto adjacent property frontage in either or both directions with the written permission (provided at the time of application) of the occupant of the adjacent property.




(e)  The tables, chairs, and other furnishings used in the sidewalk café shall not be anchored and shall be of a type of street furniture that is easily moveable. All tables, chairs, and other furnishings shall be removed every day at the close of business.  




(f)  Except as elsewhere permitted by the Code, the operation or furnishings of the sidewalk café shall involve no permanent alteration to or encroachment upon any street, sidewalk, or pedestrian way or to the exterior of the associated restaurant.




(g)  Each sidewalk café shall provide adequate trash receptacles for its patrons within the perimeter of the barricades.  At the end of each business day and during operating hours, the operator shall remove all trash and debris of any sort from the area within the sidewalk alongside and abutting properties any trash or debris originating as a result of the operation of the sidewalk café.




(h)  All sidewalk cafes shall remain in compliance with the City of Roanoke Rapids Noise Ordinance found in section 96.30 and 96.31 of the Municipal Code.  

                                       (i)  No live entertainment is permitted on a sidewalk or pedestrian way unless it is in conjunction with a separate permitted special event.




(j)  All patrons of a sidewalk café must be associated with a designated table partaking in food and beverages from the associated restaurant.  People not patronizing the associated restaurant or sidewalk café shall not be loitering in the sidewalk café area.   



(6)  Alcoholic beverages.  Notwithstanding any other provisions of this Code, alcoholic beverages may be served in approved sidewalk cafes provided that the following requirements are met:
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(a)  The sidewalk café shall be part of a restaurant and shall otherwise be authorized, permitted, or licensed under the state law and this Code to serve and sell alcoholic beverages for on-premises consumption.




(b)  The sidewalk café must be included as part of the premises for which an ABC permit is issued pursuant to state law, for the purpose of applying and enforcing state laws regarding the sale or consumption of alcoholic beverages.




(c)  Signs shall be posted, visible at all exit points from the sidewalk café, that it is unlawful to remove alcoholic beverages from the premises.




(d)  The restaurant operator shall not have violated any law, regulation, or ordinance relating to the possession, sale, transportation or consumption of intoxicating beverages or controlled substances for the three years preceding the commencement of the sale of alcoholic beverages at the sidewalk café.




(e)  No outdoor bar is allowed with the sidewalk café, nor shall outdoor preparation of alcoholic beverages be permitted except that unfortified wine may be decanted or beer poured at a table as part of a meal.



(7)  Denial.  A permit may be denied if it is found that the application does not demonstrate compliance with the section and/or that the granting of the permit would not be in the public interest.  Any applicant denied a permit to operate a sidewalk café shall receive a written statement outlining the grounds on which the denial is based.  The applicant may appeal the denial of the permit to City Council within 15 working days after the date of the written denial, and City Council may take such action as it shall find necessary.  The finding and determination of City Council shall constitute final action by the city.



(8)  Terms and transfer.  Permits for a sidewalk café issued in accordance with the provisions of this section shall be issued for the period beginning July 1 or thereafter and expiring June 30 of each year.  If a permittee discontinues the restaurant operation or the sidewalk café, no refund of the permit fee shall be made.  Permits issued pursuant to this section shall not be transferable or assignable.  Permits may prohibit operation of sidewalk cafes during special events and contain other conditions and restrictions as may be necessary to protect the public health, safety, and welfare.



(9)  Permit suspension.  The City Manager may suspend a permit issued pursuant to this section if he finds one or more of the following conditions exist:




(a)  Violation of any provision of the county health department regulations or of this section.




(b)  Violation of any law, regulation or ordinance regarding the possession, sale, transportation or consumption of intoxicating beverages or controlled substances.




(c)  Operation of the sidewalk café in such a manner as to create a public nuisance or to constitute a hazard to the public health, safety or welfare; specifically including failure to keep the café area clean and free of refuse.




(d)  Operation of the restaurant or sidewalk café in violation of any city, county or state law, ordinance or regulation.



Such permit suspension shall take effect immediately upon delivery of a citation to the restaurant operator or, in his absence, the person with supervisory authority over the operation of the restaurant and shall be reinstated once the City Manager has verified that the condition has been remedied.



The restaurant operator may request a hearing contesting the suspension of the permit by filing written notice thereof upon the City Manager.  Such hearing shall be held and a written decision rendered within 15 days of the date of receipt.  Such decision of the City Manager may be appealed to the City Council by written notice thereof filed with the City Clerk within 15 days of the date of receipt of said decision.



(10)  Permit revocation.  The City Manager may revoke a permit issued pursuant to this section if he finds that the restaurant owner/operator has:




(a)  Deliberately misrepresented or provided false information in the permit application.




(b)  Violated any provision of the county health department regulations or of this section.




(c)  Violated any law, regulation or ordinance regarding the possession, sale, transportation or consumption of intoxicating beverages or controlled substances.
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(d)  Operated the sidewalk café in such a manner as to create a public nuisance or to constitute a hazard to the public health, safety or welfare; specifically including failure to keep the café area clean and free of refuse.




(e)  Failed to maintain any health, business or other permit or licensed required by law for the operation of a restaurant business.




(f)  Fails to consistently maintain the sidewalk café in a neat and trash free manner.




(g)  Operated the restaurant or sidewalk café in violation of any city, county or state law, ordinance or regulation.



In the event the City Manager determines good grounds exist for the revocation of a permit issued under this section, he shall provide the restaurant operator a notice to show cause, stating with particularly the grounds therefor, why the sidewalk café permit should not be revoked.  The restaurant operator shall be provided an opportunity for a hearing, following which the City Manager shall render an order in writing.  The restaurant operator may appeal any such order by filing a written appeal with the City Clerk within 15 days of receipt thereof.  City Council shall conduct a hearing on the appeal and render its decision thereon.  The finding and determination of City Council shall constitute final action by the city.

SECTION 2.  Section 131.01 be amended by adding a new subsection (B) “Sidewalk Cafes” to read as follows:
§ 131.01
POSSESSION AND CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES IN PUBLIC.


(A)  Except as provided by this chapter, it shall be unlawful for any pedestrian to consume malt beverages or unfortified wine on any city street, and it shall be unlawful for any person to possess an open container of malt beverages or unfortified wine on any property owned, occupied, or controlled by the city.  It shall also be unlawful to possess malt beverages and unfortified wine on any street, alley, or parking lot which is temporarily closed to regular traffic for a special event unless the resolution of the City Council closing the street, alley, or parking lot makes other provisions for the possession of malt beverages or unfortified wine.  An open container is one the seal of which has been broken or a container other than the manufacturer’s unopened original container. (’75 Code, § 17-2.1) (Ord., passed --) Penalty, see § 131.99


(B)  Sidewalk Cafes.  Notwithstanding any other provisions of the City Code, the sale, possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages shall not be a violation of § 131.01(A) provided the owner/operator of the sidewalk café has applied for and been granted a permit to operate a sidewalk café, and that permit is in effect and all the terms and conditions of the permit are being complied with; further, it shall not be a violation of section § 131.01(A) for customers of a permitted sidewalk café to possess and consume alcoholic beverages on that portion of a sidewalk that is covered by an active permit for that sidewalk café.

SECTION 3.  This ordinance shall become effective upon adoption.

Consideration of Budget Amendment—Christmas Bonus & Street Repairs
City Manager Sabiston stated at the direction of City Council at the work session last week, a budget amendment has been prepared to provide for a $250.00 holiday bonus for each full-time and permanent part-time City employee from the $50,000.00 for the sale of the airport property.  He stated this budget amendment, also at the direction of Council, appropriates the remaining funds ($8,823.87) to the Public Works Department for street repairs.
Motion was made by Councilman Liverman, seconded by Councilman Ferebee and unanimously carried to adopt the following budget amendment:

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ROANOKE RAPIDS:

SECTION 1.  The following additional amounts are hereby appropriated for the operation of City Government and its activities for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2010 and ending June 30, 2011 according to the following schedule:

SCHEDULE A – GENERAL FUND OPERATING


Christmas Bonus (Holiday)                                                                        
 $38,250.00


FICA                                                                                                     
     2,926.13

Public Works – Street Repair                                                                                        8,823.87




GENERAL FUND TOTAL                                                                                        $50,000.00                             

SECTION 2.  The following additional revenues and reductions in appropriations are available for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2010 and ending June 30, 2011 in order to meet the foregoing appropriations, according to the following schedule:
SCHEDULE B – GENERAL FUND OPERATING


Sale of Airport Property                                                                             
$50,000.00
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GENERAL FUND TOTAL                                                                  
   $50,000.00
SECTION 3.  This ordinance shall become effective upon adoption.

Consideration of Adoption of a Resolution Approving Legislative Goals for the City of Roanoke Rapids
City Manager Sabiston stated annually the City adopts legislative goals to share with our legislative delegation and the Halifax County Intergovernmental Association (HCIA).  He stated some of these goals are carry-over goals from last year and previous years.  Mr. Sabiston read the following list of goals included in the proposed resolution:



I-95 Tolling Opposition



US Highway 158 Multi-laning



Economic Development



Halifax-Northampton Regional Airport



I-95 Service Road/Bridge



Alignment of Becker Drive and Country Club Road in Weldon



Annexation



Financial Support for the Roanoke Rapids Theatre
City Manager Sabiston stated the HCIA will present these goals, along with the Association’s goals, at the annual legislative dinner. 
Motion was made by Councilman Bobbitt, seconded by Councilman Ferebee and unanimously carried to adopt the following resolution:

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE 2011 LEGISLATIVE GOALS

WHEREAS, each year the Halifax County Intergovernmental Association (HCIA) hosts the County’s legislative delegation to present to them the Association’s common legislative goals and individual goals of each participating member entity of the Association; and


WHEREAS, Halifax County will be hosting the event this year on November 17; and


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Roanoke Rapids hereby approves this resolution adopting the following list of legislative goals for the City:

I-95 Tolling Opposition.  Legislative support is necessary to ensure that due diligence is given to studying the impacts before any actions are taken, to ensure that local input is considered, and to oppose the tolling of I-95.   

 US Highway 158 Multi-laning.  Request to expedite the support for US Highway 158 improvements and multi-laning from I-85 through Weldon ending east of Jackson.

Economic Development.  Legislative support will be necessary to help secure grants and other funds necessary for incentives, infrastructure needs, etc. that are required for successful recruitment.

 Halifax-Northampton Regional Airport.  The project cost was $14 million and opened in May 2009.  The Airport needs continued legislative support to secure grants for further development.  

I-95 Service Road/Bridge.  Request support to expedite bridge construction and construction of the remainder of the service road located west of I-95 between US Highway 158 and US Highway 125.  Legislative support is necessary to ensure NCDOT expedites the project.

Alignment of Becker Drive and Country Club Road in Weldon.  Support is requested for extending Becker Drive from Roanoke Rapids into Weldon and aligning with Country Club Road at the intersection of US Highway 158.  

 Annexation.  Support legislation to prevent moratorium on the current annexation laws.

Financial Support for the Roanoke Rapids Theatre.  Support is requested in the form of grants, loans and other create revenue funding mechanisms, including but not limited to, legislation authorizing a 1 cent sales tax within the city limits.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Roanoke Rapids City Council supports the common legislative goals of the Halifax County Intergovernmental Association.


ADOPTED this 9th day of November, 2010.









Emery G. Doughtie, Mayor
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ATTEST:
       Lisa B. Vincent, City Clerk

City Manager’s Report

City Manager Sabiston highlighted the following from his report to City Council:

· Finance: October 2010 monthly revenues and expenses are attached as part of the monthly report by the Finance Department.  Year-to-date revenues are $6,092,346 and YTD expenses are $5,089,996.  The sales and use tax receipts for August are $160,883 (-11.3% from this time last year) (Monthly Collection - $124,754.44).   Total revenues exceed expenditures by $1,002,349 as of October 30, 2010 for FY 10/11.  
· Planning & Development:  The Planning & Development Department issued 18 building permits during the preceding month.  The total construction value of building permits issued for areas inside the City limits was $1,190,000.  The Planning & Development Department collected a total of $11,726 in fees.
· Police and Fire Departments:  Total police incident activities:  2,778; Total fire responses and/or activities for the month:  45 responses; 22 inspections; 8 plan reviews.

· Parks & Recreation:  Total contacts for the month for all facilities:  27,124.
· Human Resources:  No report.  Kathy will be back in the office on November 15th and is doing well.
· CDBG Grant Vine Street-$850,000/Chapel Ridge:  As reported earlier, we are moving along on the Vine Street project with the action taken earlier tonight.  Activity at the Chapel Ridge site is underway.
· Opportunity Clean Sweep:  This program started again on October 15th and will run through December 31st.  Staff will have a better report in December but so far 52 streets have been inspected and 103 enforcement letters have been sent, primarily dealing with junk and debris violations.
· Legislative Goals for General Assembly for 2011 General Session: The goals adopted earlier will be presented at the HCIA meeting next week.
· Grants Update:  Still no definite report on the pending request for grants from USDA for repairs to the City library roof ($36,550 total cost) and public works facility roof/garage doors ($63,370 total cost).  Similar status regarding the request for funding in part from USDA for 15 police cars and accompanying radios, computers, etc. totaling $381,340.  Although the City could receive a response in the immediate future on these grants/loans, there was no definite time-frame for a response.
City Manager Sabiston pointed out that there is a lot of concern about the roof at the Library.  He stated we have a lot of books and computers in that facility.  He indicated that if we were to go ahead and fix the roof, we would lose the opportunity for funding as they will not refund the money but at some point we will need to go ahead and make a decision on this.
· Inmate Program:  The inmates continue making general repairs and providing maintenance on and to the streets and cleaning up the ball fields.  The grass cutting is starting to slow down and the inmates are moving to more physical maintenance-related items during the upcoming winter months.  Curb and gutter cleaning has been a priority this month, including 8 miles of streets cleaned this week.  Since July, 32 miles of streets have been cleaned with inmate labor.
· Main Street Grant:  The Main Street program met with the State Program Director last month.  This was an important meeting for the Main Street program and the tentative date for the 
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Visioning Meeting is November 30th at the Kirkwood Adams Community Center.  This next meeting will involve some 50 to 60 participants and seek to create a vision for the uptown and downtown areas of the Avenue.
· Transfer Station:  As reported at the last work session, ms consultants will present to the City Council the first short-list of possible site/locations for the transfer station.  Following that presentation to City Council and discussion, a public hearing will be scheduled to receive public input regarding the possible sites.  Please forward to me any input you would like to share with the engineering firm regarding the site selection criteria or matrix.
· Roanoke Rapids Theatre:  The local management firm known as Taymac Productions has signed the rental agreement for the Theatre.  This Agreement will have to be signed for each new event.  The first event (Old Crow Medicine Show) since the City regained control will occur this Thursday, November 11 at 7:30 p.m., and there are still a few tickets left.
· Events This Month:  A November calendar of events has been provided to Council.
Other Business – Comments by Mayor Doughtie
Mayor Doughtie stated about 25 City employees and volunteers have agreed to help at the concert Thursday.  He stated this is a good opportunity for citizens to buy tickets and enjoy themselves while helping the City of Roanoke Rapids.  

Mayor Doughtie reported that yesterday was a big day for Halifax County—and anything that affects Halifax County affects us.  He stated the groundbreaking for Empire Foods was well attended.  He stated it was reported that Greg Hatem and his partners will create 200 jobs in Halifax County.  Mayor Doughtie pointed out that Greg is from Roanoke Rapids and it is good that he is investing in our community.
Other Business – Comments by Mayor Pro Tem Ferebee
Mayor Pro Tem Ferebee commented that we really need to look at the situation with the Library roof.  He asked for an update on this USDA grant at the next meeting.

Mayor Pro Tem Ferebee stated it has been six months since we switched to a new health insurance company.  He stated when Kathy returns, he would like for a survey to be prepared to get feedback from City employees regarding the new insurance.
Motion was made by Councilman Ferebee, seconded by Councilman Bobbitt and unanimously carried to go into closed session to discuss legal matters as allowed by NCGS 143-318.11(a)(1) and (5).

Minute Book Pages 15760, 15761, 15762, & 15763 contain Minutes and General Account of a Closed Session which have been sealed until such time as public inspection of those minutes would not frustrate the purpose of the Closed Session.
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Motion was made by Councilman Bobbitt, seconded by Councilman Ferebee and unanimously carried to return to open session.


Mayor Doughtie reconvened the meeting in open session.

In closed session, City Council discussed several legal matters.  No action was taken.
Motion was made by Councilwoman Scarbrough, seconded by Councilman Ferebee and unanimously carried to adjourn.
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