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GENERAL PROVISIONS

§ 94.01

RIGHT-OF-WAY FOR FIRE EQUIPMENT.


In the event of an alarm of fire the apparatus of the Fire Department shall have the right-of-way in and upon the streets, lanes, alleys and squares in going to any fire and being upon the same.  Any person who shall obstruct or neglect to make way for any such apparatus shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor.  (’75 Code, § 9-1)  Penalty, see § 94.99

  § 94.02
SHOOTING GALLERIES PROHIBITED WITHIN FIRE ZONE.


All outdoor shooting galleries are hereby prohibited in the fire zone.  This, however, shall not apply to shooting galleries within a closed structure built in accordance with fire laws.  (’75 Code, § 17-8)  Penalty, see § 94.99

FIRE PREVENTION CODE

  § 94.15
ADOPTION OF CODE BY REFERENCE.


The 1988 edition of the North Carolina State Building Code, Volume V, Fire Prevention, as adopted by the North Carolina Building Code Council and as amended is hereby adopted by reference as fully as though set forth herein as the fire prevention code of the city for the purpose of prescribing regulations governing conditions hazardous to life and property from fire or explosion, the provisions thereof shall be controlling within the limits of the city.  (Ord., passed 3-11-80)

  § 94.16
DEFINITIONS.


Whenever the following terms are used in this subchapter, they shall have the meanings provided in this section.


Chief of the Bureau of Fire Prevention.  The Fire Marshal.

Corporation Counsel.  The Attorney for the city.


Municipality.  The City of Roanoke Rapids.  (Ord., passed 3-11-80)

  § 94.17
ESTABLISHMENT AND DUTIES OF BUREAU OF FIRE PREVENTION.


(A)  The Fire Prevention Code shall be enforced by the Bureau of Fire Prevention in the Fire Department of the city which is hereby established and which shall be operated under the supervision of the Chief of the Fire Department.


(B)  The Chief (or Fire Marshal) in charge of the Bureau of Fire Prevention shall be appointed by the Fire Chief on the basis of examination to determine his qualifications.  His appointment shall continue during good behavior and satisfactory service, and he shall not be removed from office except for cause after public trial.


(C)  The Chief of the Fire Department is permitted to detail such members of the Fire Department as inspectors as shall from time to time be necessary.  The Chief of the Fire Department shall recommend to the City Manager the employment of technical inspectors, who, when such authorization is made, shall be selected through an examination to determine their fitness for the position.  The examination shall be open to members and nonmembers of the Fire Department, and appointments made after examination shall be for an indefinite term with removal only for cause.


(D)  A report of the Bureau of Fire Prevention shall be made annually and transmitted to the Chief Executive Officer of the municipality; it shall contain all proceedings under this Code, with such statistics as the Chief of the Fire Department decides to include therein; the Chief of the Fire Department shall also recommend any amendments to the Code which, in his judgment, shall be desirable.


(E)  The Chief of the Fire Department may request and shall receive so far as may be necessary, in the discharge of his duties, the assistance and cooperation of other officials of the municipality.  (Ord., passed 3-11-80)

  § 94.18
ESTABLISHMENT OF FIRE LANES ON PRIVATE PROPERTY, DEVOTED 


TO PUBLIC USE.


The fire lanes referred to in Chapter 6, § 602.6 of the Fire Prevention Code are hereby established as follows:


(A)  The marking of fire lanes on private property, devoted to public use, shall be approved by the Chief of the Bureau of Fire Prevention and the Chief of Police.


(B)  Parking of motor vehicles or otherwise obstructing fire lanes shall be prohibited at all times.  (Ord., passed 3-11-80) Penalty, see § 94.99

§ 94.19

AMENDMENTS.


The Fire Prevention Code is amended and changed in the following respects:

(Ord., passed 3-11-80)

§ 94.20

MODIFICATIONS.


The Chief of the Bureau of Fire Prevention shall have power to modify any of the provisions of the Fire Prevention Code upon application in writing by the owner or lessee, or his duly authorized agent, when there are practical difficulties in the way of carrying out the strict letter of the Code, provided that the intent of the Code shall be observed, public safety secured and substantial justice done.  The particulars of such modification when granted or allowed and the decision of the Chief of the Bureau of Fire Prevention thereon shall be entered upon the records of the department and a signed copy shall be furnished the applicant. (Ord., passed 3-11-80)

§ 94.21

APPEALS.


Whenever the Chief of the Bureau of Fire Prevention shall disapprove an application or refuse to grant a permit applied for, or when it is claimed that the provisions of the Fire Prevention Code do not apply or that the true intent and meaning of the Code have been misconstrued or wrongly interpreted, the applicant is permitted to appeal from the decision of the Chief of the Bureau of Fire Prevention to the City Council within 30 days from the date of the decision appealed.  (Ord., passed 3-11-80)

§ 94.22

NEW MATERIALS, PROCESSES OR OCCUPANCIES WHICH REQUIRE 


PERMITS.


(A)  The City Manager, the Chief of the Fire Department and the Chief of the Bureau of Fire Prevention shall act as a committee to determine and specify, after giving affected persons an opportunity to be heard, any new materials, processes or occupancies, which shall require permits, in addition to those now enumerated in said Fire Prevention Code.


(B)  The Chief of the Bureau of Fire Prevention shall post such list in a conspicuous place in his office, and distribute copies thereof to interested persons.  (Ord., passed 3-11-80)

§ 94.23

INSTALLATION AND MAINTENANCE OF FIRE PROTECTION SYSTEMS 


AND APPLIANCES.


(A)  All premises where buildings or portions of buildings are located more than 500 feet from a fire hydrant shall be provided with on-site fire hydrants and water mains capable of supplying the water flow required by the Fire Official.  The location and number of on-site hydrants shall be as designated by the Fire Official, with the minimum arrangement being so as to have a hydrant available for distribution of hose to any portion of any building on the premises at distances not exceeding 500 feet but in no case shall hose lengths be greater than 500 feet.  Public hydrants are recognized as meeting all or part of the above requirements.


(B)  Exception.  One and two-family dwellings with or without attached or detached accessory structures used exclusively by the owner and not subject to use by the public.  (Ord., passed – 97)

§ 94.99

PENALTY.


(A)  Whoever violates any of the provisions of this chapter for which no other penalty has been provided, shall be subject to the penalty set forth in § 10.99.


(B)  Any person who shall violate any of the provisions of the Fire Prevention Code hereby adopted or fail to comply with any order made thereunder, or who shall build in violation of any detailed statement of specifications or plans submitted and approved thereunder, or any certificate or permit issued thereunder, and from which no appeal has been taken, or who shall fail to comply with such an order as affirmed or modified by the City Council or by a court of competent jurisdiction, within the time fixed herein, shall severally from each and every such violation and noncompliance respectively, be guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine not exceeding $50 or imprisonment not to exceed 30 days or by both such fine and imprisonment.  The imposition of one penalty for any building shall not excuse the violation or permit it to continue; and all such persons shall be required to correct or remedy such violations or defects within a reasonable time.  When not otherwise specified, each ten days that prohibited conditions are maintained shall constitute a separate offense.


(C)  The application of the penalty set out in division (B) of this section shall not be held to 

prevent the enforced removal of prohibited conditions.  (Ord., passed 3-11-80)

