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GENERAL PROVISIONS

§ 98.01

PLACING OBJECTS ON STREETS, ALLEYS AND SIDEWALKS.


No brick, stone, wood or other substance obstructing the streets shall be suffered to lie in the streets, alleys or sidewalks of the city, and no person shall place in any street or alley or upon any sidewalk in the city any boxes, crates, casks, barrels, or other obstructions, except in receptacles used for the purpose of receiving garbage, waste paper and trash of every description for removal by the city.  Every day such obstructions are permitted to remain shall constitute a distinct violation of this section; provided, however, that building material, earth and other obstructions of like character in use for building purposes, may be by permission of the City Manager allowed under such restrictions as he may impose.  (’75 Code, § 20-1) Penalty, see § 10.99

§ 98.02

ASSEMBLIES OBSTRUCTING STREETS AND SIDEWALKS.


All crowds or assemblages of persons who shall congregate on the streets or sidewalks of the city, thereby obstructing the same to the inconvenience of pedestrians, shall be dispersed by the police, and any person who refuses to obey the warning of the officer shall be deemed to violate this section.  (’75 Code, § 20-2) Penalty, see § 10.99

§ 98.03

USE BY MERCHANTS REGULATED.


(A)  Within the B-1 District as defined by the City of Roanoke Rapids Land Use Ordinance, goods and merchandise for the purpose of sale or advertisement may be displayed on the city street or sidewalk seven (7) days a week, as follows:



(1)  Goods and merchandise for the purpose of sale or advertisement may be displayed except for upholstered furniture, mattresses, electronics, animals or livestock, and appliances.



(2)  All items may be displayed only during the business hours of operation.    



(3)  Items for display may extend no further than three (3) feet from the building onto the sidewalk; however, clearance of a minimum of four (4) feet must be maintained at all times.



(4)  A business may only display goods and merchandise along the street or sidewalk within one-half (1/2) of the length of their building frontage.


(B)  The occupant of any building abutting upon any sidewalk may temporarily use the same for such time only as may be necessary while engaged in loading, or unloading or otherwise carrying or transporting the same in or out of such building; provided further, that no person shall load, unload, place or maintain goods, wares, or merchandise in front of the business of the person, whenever there shall be an alley in the rear of the business and the alley can be used for the purpose of such loading and unloading. (’75 Code, § 20-3, Am. Ord., passed 10-05-10) Penalty, see § 10.99
§ 98.04

DRAINS UNDER SIDEWALKS.


All surface drains from any lot or building into the street gutter shall be by means of tile conductors extending under the sidewalks.  Any owner of a lot failing to comply with this section after five days’ written notice from the Director of Public Works shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor.  Each day’s failure to comply shall constitute a separate offense.  (’75 Code, § 20-6) Penalty, see § 10.99

§ 98.05

USE OF SIDEWALKS BY CERTAIN VEHICLES PROHIBITED.


It shall be unlawful for any person to place, roll or drive on the sidewalks of the city any wheelbarrow, handcart, hand carriage, bicycle or other vehicle, except passing directly across the sidewalks into or out of a house or lot; provided, however, that nothing contained in this section shall prevent the use on the sidewalks of the city of a hand carriage to carry an infant or invalid, and the use of velocipedes, tricycles, kiddie-cars and other toys by young children.  (’75 Code, § 20-8) Penalty, see § 10.99

§ 98.06

SKATING, SKATEBOARDING; COASTING ON SIDEWALKS 



PROHIBITED.


It shall be unlawful for any person to skate with roller skates or skateboards, and to coast with wagons or sleds on the sidewalks of the city and on the sidewalks in that territory over which the city has criminal jurisdiction.  (’75 Code, § 20-8) Penalty, see § 10.99

§ 98.07

SHINING SHOES ON STREETS AND SIDEWALKS PROHIBITED.


It shall be unlawful for any person to shine boots or shoes on the streets or sidewalks of the city.  (’75 Code, § 17-7) Penalty, see § 10.99

§ 98.08

PLANTING AND PROTECTION OF TREES.


Under the supervision of the Director of Public Works, citizens may plant trees in front of and around their lots between the streets and the sidewalks; provided, they shall not plant any trees that are detrimental to the sidewalks or streets.  No trees shall be planted in the streets or gutters.  If any person shall cut or damage any tree upon the streets of the city without permission of the Director of Public Works, or shall dig up or injure, or shall tack or post any advertisement upon such trees, he shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.  (’75 Code, § 20-5) Penalty, see § 10.99

§ 98.09

STREET NAMES AND PROPERTY NUMBERING.


(A)  All streets accepted for maintenance by the city shall be named by the City Council.  All streets accepted for maintenance by the North Carolina Department of Transportation shall be named by the Board of Transportation.  Private streets may be named by the owner with the approval of the city Planning Department.



(1)  Street name signs shall be installed and maintained by the respective naming authority.  Damage, removal or possession of a public street sign shall constitute a misdemeanor.


(B)  All improved properties within the city shall be assigned numbers by the Planning Department.



(1)  Within 30 days of notice having been sent by the Planning Department or its agent, the owner or occupant of an improved property shall post the address numbers so assigned.



(2)  The minimum heights of address numbers shall be not less than three inches and shall be located within a three-foot perimeter of a building’s front entrance so that they shall be legible from the traveled way.   In the event that a building is located more than 100 feet from the traveled way or is landscaped in such a way that the numbers cannot be seen from the traveled way, the assigned address numbers shall also be posted at, or near, the property line at a driveway or walkway serving the building so as to be clearly visible from both directions of road travel.



(3)  The address numbers shall contrast in color to that which they are mounted and shall be maintained in a clearly visible manner.



(4)  With respect to all improved properties served by private streets or arranged in such a manner to preclude address numbers being visible from a public street (e.g. mobile home stalls, apartments, shopping center tenants, etc.) location numbers shall be assigned and installed consistent with the provisions referenced above.



(5)  Upon posting the assigned address and location numbers, the owner and occupant shall maintain such numbers in compliance with this section.  (Ord., passed – 97)  Penalty, see § 10.99

EXCAVATIONS; STREET CLOSINGS

§ 98.20

PERMIT TO DIG IN STREETS.


(A)  It shall be unlawful for any person or the agent or employee of any such person to make or cause to be made any hole, ditch or excavation of any nature, regardless of purpose, in, on, across, over or under any street, sidewalk or alley, whether paved or unpaved, within the city without first obtaining a permit to do so from the Director of Public Works.


(B)  If any person obtains a permit from the Director of Public Works to make a hole, ditch or excavation in, on, across, over or under any street, sidewalk or alley, it shall be the duty of such person to perform the work in a careful, safe and workmanlike manner, and to repair any damage done and to restore the street, sidewalk or alley to the same condition it was before such hole, ditch or excavation was made, and to maintain and keep the same in a good and safe condition for a period of 12 months thereafter.  (’75 Code, § 20-4) Penalty, see § 10.99

§ 98.21

DRIVING PAST, AROUND OR OVER BARRICADES.


No person shall drive any vehicle or animal past, around or over any barricade lawfully placed upon any street by city officials or employees, which street has been closed by such barricades, except by consent of persons authorized to give such consent.  (’75 Code, § 17-1) Penalty, see § 10.99

§ 98.22

REMOVING, DESTROYING BARRICADES.


No person, other than an employee of the city, shall remove, tear down or destroy any barricade which has been erected by the city.  (’75 Code, § 17-2) Penalty, see § 10.99

OPENING OR EXTENSION OF PUBLIC STREETS

§ 98.35

PERMIT REQUIRED.


It shall be unlawful for any person to open any new street, alley or driveway for use by the public or to extend any existing street, alley or driveway for use by the public without first obtaining approval to do so from the City Planning Board.  (’75 Code, § 20-10) Penalty, see § 10.99

§ 98.36

FAILURE TO COMPLY.


Any person shall be required to close any street, alley or driveway, opened or extended without first obtaining a permit to do so, immediately upon receipt of written notice to close same from the City Council.  (’75 Code, § 20-11) Penalty, see § 10.99

§ 98.37

OBLIGATION OF CITY TO REPAIR.


The city shall not be obligated to repair, improve or maintain any street, alley or driveway opened in violation of this subchapter. (’75 Code, § 20-12)

PARADES AND DEMONSTRATIONS

§ 98.50

DEFINITIONS.


For the purpose of this subchapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a different meaning.


Block.  That portion of any street lying between its intersections with other streets.


Group Demonstration.  Any assembly together or concert of action between or among two or more persons for the purpose of protesting any matter or of making known any position or promotion of such persons, or of or on behalf of any organization or class of persons, or for the purpose of attracting attention to such assembly.


Parade.  Any parade, march, ceremony, show, exhibition or procession of any kind in or upon the public streets, sidewalks, alleys, parks or other public grounds or places.


Picket Line.  Any two or more persons formed together for the purpose of making known any position or promotion of such person, or of or on behalf of any organization or class of persons.  (’75 Code, § 18-1)

§ 98.51

PERMIT REQUIRED; EXCEPTIONS.


(A)  It shall be unlawful for any person to organize, conduct or participate in any parade, picket line or group demonstration in or upon any street, sidewalk, alley or other public place within the city unless a permit therefor has been issued by the city in accordance with the provisions of this subchapter.


(B)  The provisions of this subchapter shall not apply to:



(1)  Funeral processions;



(2)  Students going to or from school classes or participating in educational or recreational activity where such activity is under the supervision and direction of proper school authorities;



(3)  Any governmental agency acting within the scope of its functions.  (’75 Code, § 18-5)  Penalty, see § 10.99

§ 98.52

ISSUANCE OF PERMIT; REQUIREMENTS.


The Chief of Police or his designee is authorized to issue permits as required in § 98.51, and in the issuance thereof he shall:


(A)  Require a written application for a permit to be filed not less than 24 hours in advance of such parade, picket line or group demonstration.  Such application shall be on a form prescribed by the Chief, shall require the application to be signed by the applicant or applicants, shall require that the applicant show the proposed time, place, purpose and size of such parade, picket line or group demonstration and whether or not any minors below the age of 18 years shall participate;


(B)  Refuse to issue such permit when the activity or purpose stated in the application would violate any ordinance of the city or statute or when the activity or purpose would constitute a clear and present danger to the public health or safety or would hinder or prevent the orderly movement of pedestrian or vehicular traffic on the streets, alleys, or sidewalks;


(C)  Specify in the permit whether or not minors below the age of 18 years will be permitted to participate.  The Chief shall pass upon whether or not such minors may participate and shall base his determination upon whether or not the purpose or time or place of the particular activity will be detrimental to or endanger the health, safety or welfare of such minors or will interfere with their education;


(D)  Require that the application for a permit shall specify and the permit shall designate the person or persons in charge of the activity.  Such person shall be required to accompany the parade, picket line or group demonstration and shall carry such permit with him at that time.  Such permit shall not be valid in the possession of any other person;


(E)  The permit shall set the starting time, duration, speed of travel and space between persons or vehicles in the parade, picket line or group demonstration; shall prescribe the portions or areas of streets, alleys, sidewalks, or other public places to be used; and may impose such other reasonable requirements as the Chief may prescribe for the control and free movement of pedestrian or vehicular traffic or for the health, safety and property rights of the participants and the general public.


(F)  Among other considerations, consider and find as a requisite to issuance the following:



(1)  The activity will not require excessive diversion of police from other necessary duties;



(2)  The activity will not interfere with the right of property owners in the area to enjoy peaceful and lawful occupancy and use of their property;



(3)  The activity can be conducted without unreasonable interference with normal pedestrian or vehicular traffic in the area, and will not prevent normal police and fire protection to the public, and will not be likely to cause injury to persons or property or to provoke disorderly conduct or to create a public disturbance.  (’75 Code, § 18-6)  

§ 98.53

REVOCATION OF PERMIT.


The Chief of Police shall revoke any permit granted for a parade, picket line or group demonstration for any of the following causes:


(A)  The violation by any participant of § 98.55;


(B)  The failure to comply with the terms and conditions of the permit.  (’75 Code, § 18-7)

§ 98.54

INTERFERENCE  PROHIBITED.


No person shall hamper, obstruct, impede, or interfere with any parade, picket line, or group demonstration being conducted under authority of a permit duly issued by the Chief of Police.  (’75 Code, § 18-2)  Penalty, see § 10.99

§ 98.55

CERTAIN ACTIVITIES PROHIBITED.


The following acts or activities when performed or undertaken in conjunction with or as a part of any parade, picket line or group demonstration are hereby prohibited and declared unlawful:


(A)  The carrying on or about the person of any firearm, or any weapon or article, including but not limited to blackjacks, nightsticks or flashlights which by their use might constitute a deadly weapon;


(B)  The taking or keeping of any dog or other vicious animal, whether leashed or unleashed. (’75 Code, § 18-3)  Penalty, see § 10.99

§ 98.56

PICKETING; ADDITIONAL REGULATIONS.

 
Picket lines and picketing shall be subject to the following additional regulations:


(A)  Picketing may be conducted only on the sidewalks reserved for pedestrian movement and may not be conducted on the portion of a street used primarily for vehicular traffic;


(B)  Not more than ten pickets promoting the same objective shall be permitted to use either of the two sidewalks within a single block at any time;


(C)  Pickets may carry written or printed placards or signs not exceeding two feet in width and two feet in length promoting the objective for which the picketing is done; provided, the words used are not derogatory or defamatory in nature;


(D)  Pickets must march in single file and not abreast and not march closer together than 15 feet, except in passing one another.  Pickets shall not be allowed to walk more than five feet from the curb line and shall be in continuous motion;


(E)  If pickets promoting different objectives desire to use the same sidewalk for picketing and such use would result in the presence of more than ten pickets thereon, the Chief of Police shall allot time to each group of pickets for the use of such sidewalk on an equitable basis.  (’75 Code, § 18-4)  Penalty, see § 10.99

